












Occasional Paper Series No. 72

iv

Acknowledgements
This report is dedicated to renowned economist Dr. Saman Kelegama, former Executive

Director of the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS).

The Dr. Saman Kelegama Memorial Research Grant is a remarkable prospect for

economics' undergraduates of Sri Lanka to enhance their academic careers. As the first

recipient of the Grant, I am sincerely thankful to the IPS and the Executive Director, Dr.

Dushni Weerakoon for initiating this opportunity on behalf of university undergraduates. I

am privileged to be the winner of the inaugural Dr. Saman Kelegama Memorial Research

Grant that offered me a great learning opportunity. I hope this study elicits new knowledge

that would guide and help reshape future policymaking in the country.

I am deeply grateful to my supervisor Dr. Nisha Arunatilake, Director of Research, IPS,

for her unwavering support and guidance.

The support and encouragement extended by the Department of Economics, University

of Colombo is acknowledged. I am especially thankful to former head of department Ven.

Prof. W. Wimalaratana, Prof. Amala De Silva, Prof. T. L. Gunaruwan and Mr. Naveen

Wickremeratne for their assistance which helped me to benefit from this opportunity.

I am grateful to all the staff members of the IPS for their support during the three months

tenure of my internship and the Publications Unit for editing and formatting this paper.

I am especially thankful to Mr. P. M. P. Anura Kumara, Director-General, Department of

Census and Statistics of Sri Lanka, for enabling access to micro data files for the

research and Mr. Wasantha Weerasiri, Director (IT), for the support given.

The collaboration of all the respondents, three-wheeler drivers, who provided information

willingly for my study is much appreciated.

Finally, I would like to thank my family and close associates for encouraging me and

offering support whenever needed.































































































































o













