
IPS Research Fellows Dr Asanka Wijesinghe and Dr Erandathie Pathiraja represented IPS at the 
Women RISE Incep�on Workshop held in Nairobi, Kenya.  Dr Asanka stressed the importance 
of Sri Lanka’s ready-made garment sector. He further stated that the female workforce in the 
sector play a crucial role in bringing revenue to the country. 

This month’s highlights:
In an ar�cle for UNESCO World Educa�on Blog, Dr Nisha Aruna�lake discusses ways of enhancing the 
quality of technical and voca�onal educa�on and training sector through be�er partnerships with 
non-state actors.

In a Policy Brief published by the Interna�onal Food Policy Research Ins�tute, Dr Manoj Thibbotuwawa, 
Nimesha Dissanayake, and Sachini Niwarthana examine the impacts of the Ukraine crisis on poverty, 
agriculture, and food security in Sri Lanka.

Dr Asanka Wijesinghe and Chaya Dissanayake represent IPS at the ‘Doing Good Index 2024 Workshop’ and 
draw a�en�on to the challenges faced by ǎocial Řelivery ƻrganiza�ons due to the economic crisis.

Dr Bilesha Weeraratne highlights COVID-19 pandemic-related labour market issues and causes of wage 
the� at the conference on ‘COVID-19 Return Migra�on Phenomena: Experiences from South and Southeast 
Asia’ in Rabat, Morocco.

Dr Asanka Wijesinghe and Dr Erandathie Pathiraja share research findings on ‘Sri Lanka’s ready-made 
garment sector and female workforce’ at the Women RISE Incep�on Workshop in Nairobi, Kenya.

Video featuring highlights from panel discussion on ‘Non-State Actors in the Educa�on Sector of Sri Lanka’. 

We hope you find this issue insigh�ul. Your feedback is, as always, welcome!
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Doing Good Index 2024 Workshop

COVID-19 pandemic-related labour market issues and rapid departure from countries of 
des�na�on exacerbated wage the� issues for migrant workers. According to IPS Research 
Fellow Dr Bilesha Weeraratne, non-payment of due wages is more common among 
vulnerable migrant workers.

Dr Weeraratne made these remarks while presen�ng her research paper �tled ‘COVID-19 
Pandemic-Induced Wage The�: Evidence from Sri Lankan Migrant Workers’ at the conference 
on ‘COVID-19 Return Migra�on Phenomena: Experiences from South and Southeast Asia’ 
organised by Africa Ins�tute for Research in Economics and Social Sciences (AIRESS) and 
Université Mohammed VI Polytechnique, Rabat, Morocco. 

See more

Conference on ‘COVID-19 Return Migration 
Phenomena: Experiences from South and 
Southeast Asia’ 

Women RISE Inception Workshop
in Nairobi, Kenya
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Improving TVET Outcomes in Sri Lanka 
By Dr Nisha Arunatilake featured on UNESCO World Education Blog

Many Sri Lankans join the labour market without 
skills or as low-skilled workers. According to 
UNESCO Ins�tute for Sta�s�cs data, fewer than 
5% of 15–24-year-olds take part in technical and 
voca�onal educa�on programmes, despite the 
size of the sector. Be�er use of compara�ve 
advantages of different providers, and more 
efficient and effec�ve use of public finance, can 
improve technical and voca�onal educa�on and 
training in the country and its contribu�on to 
development.

See more

The Ukraine War and Its Food Security 
Implications in Sri Lanka
By Dr Manoj Thibbotuwa, Nimesha Dissanayake, and Sachini 
Niwarthana featured on the International Food Policy Research 
Institute’s RESAKSS ASIA Policy Note

The Russia-Ukraine conflict heavily impacted food security in Sri Lanka which is dependent on 
imports from the Caspian region. The impact of this shock has been compounded for Sri 
Lanka which has been suffering from a severe economic crisis due to a lack of foreign 
reserves, a debt default, high infla�on, import restric�ons, and shortages of cri�cal goods 
and services. Against this backdrop, this policy brief explores the impacts of the evolving crisis 
in Ukraine on the nexus of poverty, agriculture, and food security in Sri Lanka and the possible 
avenues for mi�ga�ng the nega�ve implica�ons of export restric�ons, rising import costs, 
and infla�on.
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Highlights | Non State Actors 
in  Education Sector 

Click here

IPS Research Fellow Dr Asanka Wijesinghe 
drew a�en�on to the challenges faced by 
Sri Lanka’s Social Delivery Organiza�ons 
sector in a�rac�ng local corporate funds 
and procurement of foreign input due to 
the ongoing economic crisis at the‘2024 
Doing Good Index Workshop’ held in Bang-
kok, Thailand. The fourth itera�on of the 
study, the Doing Good Index 2024 is 
expected to be launched in the second 
quarter of 2024. The IPS contributes to the 
Doing Good Index 2024 as a local partner 
organiza�on.
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https://world-education-blog.org/2023/01/31/improving-tvet-outcomes-in-sri-lanka-better-partnerships-with-non-state-actors-can-help
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