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Procurement Specialist / Procurement Officer - For a Ministry Of Health
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Training Specialist ( Accounting And Financial Management ) / Training Officer (
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Coordinating ) - For a National Institute Of Plantation Management
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Sri Lanka’s social sector
DGI 2022 reveals widespread pessimism
 

 
 

27 November, 2022

Optimism among social sector organisations in Sri Lanka is low, according to Doing Good Index 2022 (DGI), a new report from the Centre for Asian
Philanthropy and Society (CAPS) in partnership with the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS).

The social impact study exposes the underlying structural conditions preventing the region’s social sectors from thriving. It also identifies
opportunities for government, companies, philanthropists, and social delivery organisations (SDOs) to work together to address social and
environmental challenges.

* Heavily affected by social, political and economic instability.

* The funding landscape is changing, with foreign funding in decline but domestic funding on the rise.

* Policy consistency and transparency are needed to facilitate an enabling operating environment
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Sri Lanka’s ongoing social, political and economic turmoil has created a challenging environment for social sector organisations. Only a quarter of
surveyed organisations feel optimistic about the sector’s future, less than half the Asian average of 56%.

“While the factors inhibiting Sri Lanka’s social sector are embedded within a larger context of the circumstances facing the country, there are still
steps that can be taken to make improvements”, said Co-founder and Chief Executive of CAPS, Dr. Ruth Shapiro. “The need to revive the social
sector is urgent, and the Doing Good Index is a starting point to show us how the sector can be fortified.”

Foreign funding for the social sector has declined, with only 50% of surveyed organisations in Sri Lanka receiving income from overseas sources,
compared to 71% in 2020.

Previously the dominant funding source for non profits, making up 59% of an organisation’s budget in 2020, this proportion has since fallen to less
than a third in 2022. Exacerbated by the economic crisis, government funding, including grants and procurement contracts, is also low, comprising
less than 2% of an organisation’s income.

Constant changes to the regulatory environment have created a challenging ecosystem for Sri Lankan SDOs to operate. Over the past 25 years,
the NGO Secretariat has come under the purview of nine different ministries, resulting in high levels of uncertainty and unease among SDOs. Policy
consistency and transparency are necessary enabling factors for the social sector to effectively carry out its work for Sri Lankan society.

The social sector has also seen major changes in the funding landscape. Foreign funding for the social sector has declined, with only 50% of
surveyed organisations in Sri Lanka receiving income from overseas sources, compared to 71% in 2020.

Previously the dominant funding source for nonprofits, making up 59% of an organisation’s budget in 2020, this proportion has since fallen to less
than a third in 2022. Exacerbated by the economic crisis, government funding, including grants and procurement contracts, is also low, comprising
less than 2% of an organisation’s income.

“Local support for Sri Lanka’s social sector organisations is high, and there is room to facilitate domestic giving,” said Research Fellow of the
Institute of Policy Studies of Dr. Asanka Wijesinghe. “Sri Lanka has faced — and will continue to face—many challenges. It will be important to
foster trust between the private, public, and social sectors so we can work together to rebuild.”

DGI 2022 Report

The Doing Good Index 2022 surveyed 2,239 community organisations and interviewed 126 experts across 17 Asian economies: Bangladesh,
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand and
Vietnam. It examines regulatory regimes, tax incentives, procurement procedures and socio cultural conditions. IPS and CAPS will host an online
webinar to share highlights of the DGI2022 findings for Sri Lanka followed by a panel discussion on Wednesday, November 30 at 10.30 am.

Speakers and panellists: Co-founder and Chief Executive, CAPS, Dr. Ruth Shapiro, Director General, NGO Secretariat of Sri Lanka, Sanjeewa
Wimalagunerathna, Founder and Secretary, Children’s Upliftment Program, Dr. Nadee Dissanayake, and Senior advisor, CAPS, Kithmina Hewage.
Moderator Dr. Asanka Wijesinghe.
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SLT-Mobitel Enterprise offers customers Microsoft 365 cloud technology (/2022/12/25/business/slt-mobitel-enterprise-offers-

customers-microsoft-365-cloud-technology)
SLT-Mobitel Enterprise now offers Microsoft 365 cloud technology for flexible communication and greater collaboration; tools...

AIA wins two awards (/2022/12/25/business/aia-wins-two-awards)

* ‘Great Place to Work for Women’, * ‘Women Friendly Workplace’

AIA Insurance has been recognised as a ‘Great Place to Work for Women’ for five years in a row by Great Place to Work in Sri...

AB Mauri Lanka certified as a Great Place to Work (/2022/12/25/business/ab-mauri-lanka-certified-great-place-work)
AB Mauri Lanka was certified as being a Great Place to Work in Sri Lanka for the third consecutive year since 2020 by Great...

Deutsche Bank moves to One Galle Face Tower (/2022/12/25/business/deutsche-bank-moves-one-galle-face-tower)
Deutsche Bank AG has moved to the One Galle Face Tower (OGFT) marking a historic step in the bank’s journey in Sri Lanka.“...

Everyone knows HR (/2022/12/25/business/everyone-knows-hr)

Tiesh launches Cocktail Collection (/2022/12/25/business/tiesh-launches-cocktail-collection)
Jeweller ‘Tiesh’ is celebrating the festive season with the launch of the Cocktail Collection, an exquisite collection of...

Sampath Bank wins Gold (/2022/12/25/business/sampath-bank-wins-gold)

Dragons of Asia Awards 2022

Sampath Bank PLC bagged multiple awards at the 22nd Dragons of Asia Marketing Effectiveness Awards in Malaysia recently, for...

SLT-Mobitel introduces all-in-one package (/2022/12/25/business/slt-mobitel-introduces-all-one-package)

“Offers unlimited possibilities”

SLT-Mobitel has unveiled an all-new Non-Stop Work and Play package, fulfilling the ever-increasing demands in the work,...

Alerics ice cream scoops two Golds (/2022/12/25/business/alerics-ice-cream-scoops-two-golds)

SLIM Brand Excellence awards

Alerics Ice Cream bagged two Gold awards at the SLIM Brand Excellence for ‘Best Turnaround Brand of the year’ and ‘SME Local...

DFCC Bank launches “Make a Wish” campaign (/2022/12/25/business/dfcc-bank-launches-%E2%80%9Cmake-wish%E2%80%9D-

campaign)
A first for Sri Lanka, DFCC Bank launched the “Make a Wish” campaign, a customer-centric initiative to allow customer wishes...
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Load more (/2022/11/27/business/dgi-2022-reveals-widespread-pessimism?page=1)

Advantages of leadership style coaching (/2022/12/25/business/advantages-leadership-style-coaching)
How managers lead their teams to achieve a common goal has a direct and distinct impact on performance.Research has revealed...

Christmas amid crisis: call for spirituality in action (/2022/12/25/business/christmas-amid-crisis-call-spirituality-action)
Christmas 2022 is around us. Typically, it is not only a time to relax and refresh, but also to reflect and to reinforce....

Take the challenge head-on in 2023 (/2022/12/25/business/take-challenge-head-2023)

Business and life after holidays

Recovering a business after holidays is an arduous task, especially when the chips are down. Every year, businesses all...

Tea Market Report (/2022/12/25/business/tea-market-report)

EXCHANGE RATES (/2022/12/25/business/exchange-rates)

Weekly Performance of Indices (/2022/12/25/business/weekly-performance-indices)

ComBank wins award (/2022/12/25/business/combank-wins-award)
The Commercial Bank of Ceylon has been crowned Sri Lanka’s ‘Bank of the Year’ by the respected ‘The Banker’ magazine of the...

China working for resumption of dialogue with US - Report (/2022/12/25/business/china-working-resumption-dialogue-us-report)
Hong Kong, (ANI): China has opened a channel for assessing ties with the US as Washington is “proactively making...

Dialog to expand 4G Broadband (/2022/12/25/business/dialog-expand-4g-broadband)

Plans to shut down 3G network

Dialog Axiata PLC plans to shut down its 3G data network next year to free up spectrum and increase the capacity of its 4G...

South Indian entrepreneurs encouraged to invest here (/2022/12/25/business/south-indian-entrepreneurs-encouraged-invest-here)
The Deputy High Commission of Sri Lanka in Chennai and the Southern India Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI) organised...

The Sunday Observer is the oldest and most circulated weekly English-language newspaper in Sri Lanka since 1928.
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