
This month’s highlights:
IPS launches project on ‘Women’s Access to Decent Work in Sri Lanka: Addressing Context-Specific Barriers’.

Himani Vithanage, wri�ng for Talking Economics (TE), draws a�en�on to the issue of rising school dropouts 
in the estate sector.

New IPS Policy Insights on ‘Promo�ng Access to Decent Work Amidst Sri Lanka’s Economic Crisis’, ‘Sri 
Lanka’s Food Crisis: Causes and Consequences’ and ‘Sri Lanka’s Economic Crisis: An Opportunity to Advance 
Gender Parity’.

Video featuring Dr Dushni Weerakoon’s post-Budget commentary at the ‘Dissec�ng the Budget 2023’ 
forum organised by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

We hope you find this issue insigh�ul. Your feedback is, as always, welcome!
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Dr Dushni Weerakoon | Post-Budget 
Forum on National Budget 2023 

organised by the CBSL

Click here

Project 
Launch 

Special interview 
featuring:

The Ins�tute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS) and the Centre for Asian Philanthropy and Society 
(CAPS) will host a webinar on ‘Assessing the Health and Well-being of Sri Lanka’s Social Sector’ to 
disseminate findings of the ‘Doing Good Index 2022’. Par�cipants will discuss the underlying 
structural condi�ons preven�ng social sectors from thriving and opportuni�es for governments, 
companies, philanthropists, and social delivery organisa�ons (SDOs) to work together to address 
social and environmental challenges. Dr Ruth Shapiro, Co-Founder and Chief Execu�ve, CAPS and 
Dr Asanka Wijesinghe, Research Fellow, IPS will moderate the webinar.

Lakshila Wanigasinghe
Research Assistant at IPS with interests in 
poverty, social welfare, development, 
educa�on, and health. 

What Sri Lanka is experiencing today is not just 
a food crisis. It is a mul�dimensional economic 
crisis compounded by food insecurity due to 
rising food prices and shortages threatening 
lives and livelihoods.

Against this backdrop, this Policy Insight 
examines the primary causes and 
consequences of the country’s food crisis. It 
also offers policy recommenda�ons to 
overcome the food crisis and progress toward 
reaching Goal 2 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of zero hunger by 
2030. 

Forthcoming 
Event

Webinar – Doing Good Index 2022

IPS launched a project on ‘Women’s Access to Decent Work in Sri Lanka: Addressing 
Context-Specific Barriers’ funded by Co-Impact’s Gender-Fund and managed by the 
Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) on November 24, 2022. Barriers to female access to 
decent work will be examined through four main dimensions: (1) legal barriers; (2) social 
infrastructure (work-life balance); (3) social norms (outside and within the workplace); and 
(4) impact of COVID-19 and technological changes. Based on the findings, the study aims 
to ini�ate policy changes to reduce barriers to women’s access to decent work. The launch 
coincided with the first stakeholder consulta�on mee�ng, which was set up to provide 
guidance and technical inputs to the IPS research team to ensure the policy relevance and 
quality of research outputs.

Project Launch - ‘Women’s Access to Decent Work in Sri Lanka: 
Addressing Context-Specific Barriers’

See more

Rising School Dropouts: The Plight of Estate Children in Sri Lanka
By Himani Vithanage

See more

Although Sri Lanka has performed well in basic educa�on indicators such as a high literacy rate 
and near-universal par�cipa�on in primary and secondary schooling, there are striking dispari�es 
across regions in the country. Specifically, the educa�on performance of the estate sector 
consis�ng of planta�on communi�es is dismal, with a high level of school dropouts. Based on an 
IPS study, this blog discusses the issue of school dropouts in the estate sector and how prolonged 
school closures following the COVID-19 outbreak and the ongoing economic crisis have increased 
school dropouts in estate regions.

Policy
Insights

State of the Economy 2022

IPS’ flagship publica�on ‘State of the Economy 2022’ examines key socioeconomic issues through 
the framework commi�ed to under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to drive policy 
ac�on for economic recovery in Sri Lanka.

Purchase your copy of the report from IPS or leading bookshops island-wide. 
For more details contact: publica�ons@ips.lk/amesh@ips.lk or 94-77 373 7717 /+94-11 214 
3107
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Sri Lanka’s Food Crisis: 
Causes and Consequences

The Decent Work Agenda of the Interna�onal 
Labour Organiza�on (ILO) provides a solu�on 
to the problem of growth being exclusive, as 
improving access to decent work will ensure 
access to adequate wages, social security and 
safeguard human rights. This brief examines 
the gaps in access to decent work in Sri Lanka 
and suggests policy recommenda�ons to 
overcome the dispari�es, mi�gate the 
downside impacts of the current economic 
crisis, and support recovery efforts. 
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Sri Lanka’s Economic Crisis: An 
Opportunity to Advance Gender 
Parity  

Sri Lanka’s efforts to achieve gender parity in 
economic and poli�cal par�cipa�on have 
suffered severe setbacks over the last few 
years due to consecu�ve crises, most notably 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent 
economic collapse. The associated challenges 
have derailed progress towards gender 
equality and achieving Goal 5 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This 
Policy Insight iden�fies the exis�ng gaps 
under SDG 5 aimed at achieving gender 
equality and recommends policy measures to 
bridge the gaps for a swi�er, more inclusive 
economic recovery.

See more

Latest
Publication 

Promoting Access to Decent 
Work Amidst Sri Lanka’s 
Economic Crisis

https://www.ips.lk/webinar-doing-good-index-2022/
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