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We hope you find this issue informa�ve and welcome your feedback, as always.
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Tell us about yourself 
and your role at IPS:

I joined IPS in 2017 and worked with several 
different teams at IPS over the past few years. 
I have been part of research projects on migra-
�on, tobacco taxa�on, fiscal policy, and other 
areas. As such, my research experience at IPS 
has been mul�-disciplinary, but my main 
research interest is public finance and 
taxa�on. I aim to specialise in my field of 
interest when I begin my PhD next year at 
Monash University, Australia.

The tax revenue proposals in Budget 2022 do 
not reflect the commitment needed to increase 
government revenue at this cri�cal juncture. A 
few quick-fix tax revisions, such as raising excise 
duty on cigare�es and alcohol, have been 
proposed, along with a one-off surcharge tax 
levied on individuals and companies with a 
taxable income over LKR 2000 mn. However, 
more could have been done to tax segments of 
society that can comfortably pay more.

The ability to dig deeper into topics that 
interest me – for a living! I also enjoy wri�ng. 

I am currently working on several different 
areas with the migra�on unit at IPS. Main-
streaming migra�on into development 
policies, mapping the return and reintegra�on 
of South Asian migrant workers, and assessing 
the linkages between migra�on and climate 
change, are some of the research projects I am 
involved in. In addi�on, I conduct research on 
cigare�e taxa�on with IPS’ tobacco control 
research team. 

Special interview 
featuring:

What is your assessment 
of the Budget proposals 
on taxa�on?

What do you enjoy 
most in your work?

Freakonomics by Stephen J. Dubner and 
Steven Levi�

What is the one book 
you recommend to an 
aspiring economist? 

What are you currently 
researching?

What are some of the 
challenging aspects of 
working as a researcher?

We, a consor�um of co-hosts from around South Asia, are pleased to announce a virtual confer-
ence on ‘Delivering for Nutri�on (D4N) in South Asia: Implementa�on Research in the Context of 
COVID-19’ on December 1-2, 2021 from 9 am onwards.

D4N 2021 aims to bring together evidence that can inform and support policy and programme
ini�a�ves in South Asia to priori�se and improve maternal and child nutri�on during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.

Healing the Ozone Layer: 
The Need for a National Cooling 
Policy (NCP) for Sri Lanka
By Ruwan Samaraweeera

The ozone layer is located in the lower strato-
sphere at the height of 15 to 30 kilometres 
above the earth, protec�ng it against the sun’s 
harmful ultraviolet (UV-B) radia�on. It is like a 
blanket that protects the planet; a reduc�on in 
ozone concentra�on increases solar radia�on, 
damaging plants, animals, and human beings. 
Human-induced deple�on of the ozone layer 
due to excessive emissions of ozone-deple�ng 
substances (ODS) primarily used in the cooling 
sector is a major global environmental 
concern. This blog discusses the importance of 
a Na�onal Cooling Policy (NCP) for Sri Lanka as 
a part of IPS’ ongoing research to phase out 
ODS to prevent ozone deple�on and mi�gate 
global warming.

Harini Weerasekera
Research Economist at IPS working on 
taxa�on, labour and migra�on, and 
econometrics and economic modelling.

Rising Price of Rice in 
Sri Lanka: The Roots and 
Remedies
By Dr Manoj Thibbotuwawa

Rice is the dietary staple and the major 
domes�c crop cul�vated in Sri Lanka since 
ancient �mes. Therefore, the produc�on 
and availability of rice are closely �ed to 
food security and poli�cal stability in the 
country. Every government since indepen-
dence has given prominence to the goal of 
achieving self-sufficiency in rice. Accord-
ingly, a significant amount of resources are 
allocated for the supply of irriga�on water, 
land development, research on technolog-
ical improvements, farm mechanisa�on, 
and support facili�es such as credit, subsi-
dised inputs, and farmer welfare 
measures. As a result, the cul�va�on of 
paddy and rice produc�on increased 
steadily, with Sri Lanka reaching near 
self-sufficiency in rice and rice imports 
dropping to an insignificant amount. 
Despite these achievements, problems 
rela�ng to the paddy and rice sector 
con�nue to occupy a prominent place 
among the country’s socio-economic 
issues. 

Sri Lanka’s Agri-Food Trade: 
Structure, Opportunities, Challenges 
and Impacts of COVID-19 | Workshop

Transforming Food Systems 
Through Evidence-informed Policy 

Responses | 3rd SV Research 
Conference

Click here Click here

Dilani Hirimuthugodage on the 
Importance of a Geographical 
Indication (GI) System in Sri 

Lanka | SLBC

Click here

This month’s highlights:

IPS led the penul�mate session of the third Southern Voice Research Conference on the theme 
‘Transforming food systems through evidence-informed policy response’. Par�cipants discussed 
the challenges faced, responses, and lessons learned by the Global South amid the COVID-19 
pandemic around their vulnerable food systems.

The first round of discussions examined the challenges in the Global South during the lockdowns 
and those countries’ responses. While the challenges and responses were unique to the different 
countries, digital pla�orms (e-commerce) and strengthening producer-market linkages were 
iden�fied as the key areas to focus and expand on to ensure a resilient food system for developing 
economies.

The second round of discussions highlighted the role of think tanks to ensure food security and 
resilient food systems in developing countries. It was underscored that think tanks, especially in 
the Global South, should play a pivotal role in collec�ng and dissemina�ng the lessons learned 
during sudden shocks like COVID-19 to pave the way for evidence-informed policy responses.

As a researcher based in Sri Lanka, it can be 
frustra�ng when public data is not accessible 
or is unnecessarily complicated to access. 
Unfortunately, it is not always that the data is 
unavailable, but rather that public ins�tu�ons 
tend to be hesitant in sharing public data. This 
needs to change. 

Sri Lanka’s 
Agri-food Trade: 
Structure, 
Opportunities, 
Challenges and 
Impacts of 
COVID-19 IPS held a dissemina�on workshop on ‘Sri Lanka’s Agri-Food Trade: Structure, Opportuni�es, 

Challenges and Impacts of COVID-19’ to understand the current agriculture trade flow scenario in 
Sri Lanka. The workshop was organised under IPS’ Policy Research Capacity and Influence (PRCI) 
Programme on COVID-19 and Agri-food Trade in Sri Lanka.

IPS Research Officer Nimesha Dissanayaka presented on the topic, followed by a Q&A session 
with a dis�nguished panel consis�ng of the public sector, private sector, research community, and 
the interna�onal donor community.

Nimesha focused on the import and export of essen�al food items in Sri Lanka. She highlighted 
that wheat, milk and cream, and cane or beet sugar are among the top agricultural imports of Sri 
Lanka. On the other hand, Sri Lanka’s top agri-food exports such as tea, cinnamon, rubber, and 
even the fisheries industries may be facing several challenges due to the pandemic but have the 
poten�al to expand globally. Nimesha outlined that Sri Lanka should seek new and emerging 
export des�na�ons by analysing the untapped export poten�al, diversifying products, adop�ng 
modern technologies, and using digital pla�orms like blockchain technology.

IPS Communica�ons Team
communica�ons@ips.lk

Ahead of the presenta�on of the Na�onal Budget for 2022, IPS outlined some policy areas 
of concern and put forward proposals for considera�on.

IPS researchers also shared their views on the Budget proposals a�er it was presented in 
Parliament.
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