IPS Policy Pitch Contest

for University Undergraduates

Have you ever wanted to change a policy in Sri Lanka?

Well, here's your chance to be heard as the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS) presents a
not-to-be-missed opportunity for YOUR policy idea to be featured on OUR platform!

ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION WITHIN THE GIVEN GUIDELINES:
If you can change ONE public policy in Sri Lanka, what would it be and why?

Answers must broadly relate to the theme of our flagship publication Sni Lanka: State of the Economy 2021
report and can come under any of the six sub-themes:

Theme: Pandemics and Policy: Protecting Health and Promoting Economic Recovery

Sub-themes:

Macro-economics, trade and competitiveness
Health, education and labour

Migration and urbanisation

Poverty and social welfare

Agriculture and agribusiness development
Environment, natural resources and climate change
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EXPECTATIONS:

You are expected to critically analyse an existing policy, explain why the status quo is not working
and present a creative yet practical solution to address the issue.

We want answers that can challenge orthodoxy and demonstrate fresh thinking!

Send in your entries to communications@ips.lk on or before 30 August 2021.

ELIGIBILITY:

m Open to all Sri Lankan undergraduates currently enrolled at a local or foreign university
m Individual applicants only

RULES: . ‘ ‘ TIMELINE:
m The policy idea should be submitted as a short essay (700 words maximum).

® Submissions can be in Sinhala, Tamil or English. OPENS:

= Full name, university and student number must accompany the submission. 02 August 2021 at 9 am

= Only one submission allowed per applicant.

" Any submissions made after the deadline will not be accepted. CLOSES:

m Entries that exceed the word count will be rejected. 30 Auqust 2021 at 5 pm

m The decision of the judging panel will be final. : :
JUDGING CRITERIA:

Your submission must highlight a particular issue at the local, provincial or national level and offer a policy
option to solve the issue. Your idea will be judged according to the 3C's criteria:

CONTENT COMMUNICATION COMPREHENSION
m Well-researched and analysed m Clear and concise language m Easy to understand
® |dentifies an unresolved issue m Logical structure or storyline = Compelling narrative
= Provides a well-thought out solution ® Free of grammatical errors ® Persuasive recommendation
JUDGING PANEL.: PRIZE:
The panel of judges will consist of The winner will receive a CASH PRIZE OF RS. 25,000/-. The winning idea
three IPS researchers. and other highly commended ideas will also be published on the IPS

blogsite ‘Talking Economics’.
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