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IPS has just brought out two new publica�ons: ‘Resource Digest on Pandemics, Public Health and Economic Prosperity’ and ‘Talking Tobacco: How Reduced Consump�on Beneﬁts the Economy’. The Resource Digest presents policy
recommenda�ons based on in-depth research on how Sri Lanka can respond eﬀec�vely to public health concerns so
that the country’s popula�on and the economy are be�er protected. In addi�on to the COVID-19 threat, the tobacco
epidemic is another cri�cal public health concern which warrants a�en�on. Given the close nexus between smoking
and adverse COVID-19 disease outcomes, the need to reduce smoking prevalence through targe�ed interven�ons is
even more urgent.
This Monthly Bulle�n presents informa�on on these two �mely publica�ons and our latest videos. We have also
introduced a new segment - ‘Inside IPS’ - and in this edi�on, we feature Dr. Asanka Wijesinghe, a Research Economist
who joined us in January 2021. As usual, the Bulle�n also carries informa�ve ar�cles by IPS researchers working
across a diverse range of policy issues including health, environment, labour and trade. We hope you ﬁnd this edi�on
interes�ng, and look forward to your feedback.
IPS Communica�ons Team
communica�ons@ips.lk

Season’s
Greetings

Publications

Resource Digest on
Pandemics, Public Health
and Economic Prosperity
By IPS Research Team
This Resource Digest on ‘Pandemics, Public
Health and Economic Prosperity’ contains
policy recommenda�ons based on in-depth
research on how Sri Lanka can respond
eﬀec�vely to public health concerns in the age
of pandemics. It is intended for policymakers
and other public and private sector stakeholders, as well as the general public to gain
insights into the key issues that need to be
addressed, and outlines preven�on and
mi�ga�on strategies to protect public health
and foster economic growth.
See more

Talking Tobacco:
How Reduced Consumption
Benefits the Economy
By Priyanka Jayawardena and
Harini Weerasekera
Based on the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) data of the Department of
Census and Sta�s�cs (DCS) and the Economics
of Tobacco Toolkit of the World Bank, this new
study provides empirical evidence that the net
impact on the na�onal economy’s output from
decreased tobacco consump�on is posi�ve.
The study reveals that a 20% reduc�on in
tobacco consump�on will lead to a 30% net
beneﬁt to the economy through increased
consump�on of non-tobacco goods and
services.
See more

Inside IPS

INSIDE IPS

Special interview
featuring:

Dr. Asanka Wijesinghe
Research Economist at IPS working
on macroeconomic policy, interna�onal trade, labour and health
economics.

What do you enjoy most
about your work?

What drew you into the
ﬁeld of economics?
I studied agriculture for my BSc degree. I
disliked to work in laboratories and so, I decided to major in the Faculty of Agriculture’s
applied economics department (UOP). I also
had an innate interest in the overlapping areas
of poli�cs and economics.

What are you currently
researching?

I am doing something I like to do. I have much
freedom in doing research.

Something your
colleagues may not
know about you:
I enjoy making food from scratch. I have made
Chinese and Japanese noodles, hummus, and
even ko�u from scratch.

Currently,I am focussing on two areas: (1) the
eﬀect of recent import controls on Sri Lanka’s
economy, and (2) the eﬀect of trade policy on
the global value chain par�cipa�on of South
Asian countries.

Name one book you
recommend to an aspiring economist:
Poor Economics by Abhijit Banerjee and Esther
Duﬂo.

Blogs

What is your advice to
someone who is looking
at a career in economics?
Learn mathema�cs: knowledge in calculus,
linear algebra and real analysis will come in
handy in graduate studies. Also, it is important
to sharpen one’s economic intui�on. This can
be done by reading a lot.

Stitching Solutions:
Protecting Sri Lanka’s
Apparel Workers During
COVID-19
By Kithmina Hewage and Anjana
Pathirana for Southern Voice
Sri Lanka’s apparel exports fell by 27.6%
compared to the previous year. This change
was due to an unprecedented conﬂuence of
supply and demand-side disrup�ons caused
by the pandemic. Even though the industry
experienced a marginal recovery during the
second half of the year, it con�nues to be
aﬀected by regular disturbances of the second
wave of COVID-19. These eﬀects are especially
tough for the nearly 350,000 employees
dependent on the industry.

Talking Tobacco: How
Reduced Consumption
Benefits the Household
By Priyanka Jayawardena

See more

The substan�al health and economic costs of
tobacco consump�on are well recognised.
Tobacco use increases a household’s expenses,
diver�ng a family’s limited resources away
from basic needs such as health and educa�on.
Tobacco control policies in Sri Lanka have, over
the years, been successful in gradually reducing the smoking prevalence rate. However,
pockets of smokers remain; for instance, 28%
of Sri Lankan males above 15 years s�ll smoke.
See more

Forest Restoration: Where
Does Sri Lanka Stand?
By Ruwan Samaraweera
This year, Interna�onal Day of Forests is
marked under the apt theme “Forest restora�on: a path to recovery and well-being”.
Sri Lanka is endowed with a diverse range
of forest ecosystems thanks to diﬀerent
topographic, clima�c and soil condi�ons.
Dry monsoon forests, lowland rain forests,
moist monsoon forests, montane forests,
riverine dry forests, savanna and mangrove
forests are the major types of forests found
in the country. However, recent technical
reports and mainstream media reports
both signal a rapid increase in deforesta�on and degrada�on of forests in Sri Lanka.
See more

The Samurdhi Programme

Beyond Turmeric: How
Import Controls are
Impacting Sri Lanka’s
Economy
By Asanka Wijesinghe
Thanks to the import controls, turmeric now
fetches a higher price domes�cally with prices
having soared by as much as 275% from Rs. 80
per kilo to Rs. 300 per kilo. The turmeric shortage, reports of adulterated turmeric powder,
the ceiling price, black-market sales, and sensa�onal stories of bus�ng smuggling a�empts
are the manifesta�ons of the impact of import
controls. The recent waves of import restric�ons imposed by the Sri Lankan government
have diﬀerent jus�ﬁca�ons such as boos�ng
domes�c produc�on and avoiding re-expor�ng
substandard products and foreign exchange
leakage. However, protec�onism has costs.
These costs will have a severe impact on the
recovery of the COVID-19 aﬀected economy.

Towards Zero Poverty:
Why Effective Targeting of
Samurdhi Transfers is
Essential
By Lakshila Wanigasinghe
The ﬁrst Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
is to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere”
by 2030. While achieving the goal of zero
poverty is a lo�y goal for any government, it is
profoundly more so for those of developing
countries. The high levels of inequali�es and
resource constraints are the main factors that
stand in the way of reaching this ambi�ous yet
a�ainable aim.There are several steps Sri
Lanka can take to fast-track the achievement
of SDG 1, and extend greater social protec�on
to its most vulnerable groups. This blog analyses the Samurdhi (prosperity) programme, the
country’s main poverty allevia�on ini�a�ve
launched in 1995, and argues that addressing
its core problem of poor targe�ng of beneﬁciaries is essen�al to end poverty in Sri Lanka.
See more

Working Remotely in the
Age of COVID: Who is Left
Behind?
By Nisha Arunatilake and
Chamini Thilanka
WFH can increase female labour force
par�cipa�on as women have a higher
likelihood of WFH. Access to ICT infrastructure and fast connec�vity are essen�al to
eﬀec�vely WFH. Reducing gender inequali�es in access to ICT can also improve
economic ac�vi�es under WFH, and
increase female labour force par�cipa�on.
Policies to improve the coverage of good
quality ICT infrastructure can also increase
the eﬀec�veness of WFH.
See more
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