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IPS’ Monthly Bulletin presents our work across an array of research themes. This second issue contains ar�cles on 
migra�on, human-elephant conflict, social protec�on, and poverty and inequality wri�en by IPS researchers. The 
bulle�n also includes informa�on on our latest publica�on ‘Tobacco Smoking Cessa�on: Lessons and Policy Op�ons’ 
by Sunimalee Madurawala and Chathurga Karunanayake, and features a video of IPS Researcher Ruwan Samaraweera 
speaking on how insurance can help mi�gate the impact of the human-elephant conflict.
We hope you find this bulle�n informa�ve and insigh�ul.
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Tobacco Smoking Cessation: 
Lessons and Policy Options for 
Sri Lanka 
By Sunimalee Madurawala and 
Chathurga Karunanayake

Sri Lanka has made important strides in 
reducing the overall smoking prevalence rate 
over �me. However, for smoking prevalence 
to decrease further, targe�ed measures are 
needed to reduce the prevalence rate among 
the ‘Last Mile Smokers’, according to the 
latest IPS Publica�on “Tobacco Smoking 
Cessa�on: Lessons and Policy Op�ons for Sri 
Lanka”.

Sri Lanka’s Post-COVID-19 
Recovery: The Need for 
Inclusive Economic Growth 
By Wimal Nanayakkara

High levels of inequality impede sustainable 
growth and development of a country. Sri 
Lanka made impressive strides to reach an 
upper middle-income country (UMIC) status 
in July 2019, only to slip back a year later. The 
COVID-19 crisis, amid growing inequi�es, is 
likely to make the task of regaining UMIC 
status even harder. 

Like many other economies, Sri Lanka has 
experienced an expansion of precarious jobs in 
recent decades. Over the period from 2006 to 
2018, three-quarters of wage employment 
created in the private sector consisted of 
recruitment for temporary jobs due to demand. 
The number of private sector temporary work-
ers increased by around 400,000, while private 
sector permanent employees increased by only 
130,000. Out of 2.8 million private sector wage 
employees, 60% were temporary workers.
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Protecting Precarious Workers: 
Evidence from Sri Lanka 
By Priyanka Jayawardena 
featured in GlobalDev Blog

In 2019, Sri Lanka ranked as the country 
with the highest reported elephant 
deaths and second highest number of 
human deaths in the world due to the 
human-elephant conflict (HEC). Each 
year, the reported number of crop losses, 
property damage, and human and 
elephant deaths con�nue to be consider-
ably high. These numbers could be even 
higher due unreported cases. Regardless 
of the immediate causes of individual 
incidents, the growing compe��on 
between humans and elephants for living 
space is the main underlying reason for 
many such incidents. 

Human-Elephant Conflict: 
Can Insurance Help Affected 
Communities? 
By Ruwan Samaraweera, 
Nilwala Godamanna and 
Athula Senaratne
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Sri Lanka’s Returning Migrants 
Need More than Plane Tickets 
and Quarantines
By Bilesha Weeraratne featured in 
openDemocracy 

Sri Lanka’s returning migrants need more than 
plane �ckets and quaran�nes. Bringing 
migrants home during the pandemic is not only 
a health concern but a social and economic one 
as well. By November 2020, Sri Lanka had 
repatriated over 40,000 people, while another 
54,000 look forward to returning. This high rate 
of return is beyond the normal capacity of the 
return and reintegra�on mechanisms in the 
country. As iden�fied by the guidelines 
followed by the United Na�ons for repatria�on 
and reintegra�on ac�vi�es, when returns 
happen rapidly or exert pressure on a country’s 
capacity to absorb this large number of people, 
the dis�nc�on between efforts to bring people 
home and help them to successfully adjust to 
life back at home may be blurred.
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https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/sri-lankas-returning-migrants-need-more-than-plane-tickets-and-quarantines/
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