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12. Fishery Sector and Post-conflict Development Challenges

12.1 Introduction

Sri Lanka's fishery sector is a major source of

livelihood, especially for those residing in

coastal areas of the country. Approximately

650,000 people are employed in the sector:

150,000 are engaged in fishing, 100,000 are

involved in fishing related services and

another 400,000 are estimated to be engaged

in fish trade.1  The sector also contributes to

the food security of the country by providing

60-70 per cent of the animal protein require-

ment.2 Despite the fact that the fishery

sector's contribution to Sri Lanka's GDP re-

mains less than 2 per cent, it has emerged as

a dynamic export oriented sector earning for-

eign exchange to the country. The export earn-

ing of the sector was about US$ 185 million

in 2009.3

This policy brief focuses on the post-conflict

development challenges faced by the fishery

industry in Sri Lanka. The following sections

briefly discuss the impact of the conflict on

the fishery sector and emerging post-conflict

opportunities and challenges. It addresses the

initiatives taken to develop the fishery sector

in the post-conflict period and assesses the

progress achieved so far. Finally, the discus-

sion concludes with some suggestions to

improve the post-conflict development pro-

cess in relation to the fishery sector.

12.2 Fishery Resource Base Sub-sectors

Sri Lanka is endowed with a diverse resource

base including territorial sea of 21,500 sq.

km and an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

of 517,000 sq km. The country has a narrow

continental shelf (22 km of average width)

with an extent of about 300,000 sq. km. In

addition, Sri Lanka has brackish water

(lagoons and estuaries scattered around the

island) and fresh water resources comprising

large, medium and small irrigation reservoirs,

seasonal village tanks, flood lakes, upland

reservoirs and river basins. Depending on the

diversity of the resource base, spatial

differences and differences in fishing

methods, the fishery sector is divided into

three main sub-sectors: coastal, offshore and

inland fisheries.

Coastal fishing is largely a small scale

industry, characterized by multi-species and

multi-gear fishing, taking place within the

continental shelf with the use of different

types of fishing crafts (small canoes, beach

seine, traditional motorized, traditional

non- motorized, fibreglass reinforced plastic

boats and one-day boats). The fish catch re-

ceived from coastal fishing goes mainly to-

wards local consumption. This sub-sector has

been the major contributor to   national fish

production. However, its     contribution has

been reducing gradually from 90 per cent in

1980 to 52 per cent in 2008, with a mar-

ginal increase in 2009 to 53 per cent (Figure

12.1). Fishing pressure on coastal fishing has

been increasing and has led to comparatively

low fish catches in certain coastal areas.

However, there has been a gradual increase

more recently,     particularly in 2008-09

1 Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, 2007, " Ten Year Development Policy Framework of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Sector: 2007-2016".

2 Department of Census and Statistics, Food Balance Sheets.

3  Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.
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due to the relaxation of fishing restrictions

(on fishing time and engine power of boats)

Source: Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

in the Northern and Eastern (N&E) areas of

the country.

Source: Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.
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Figure 12.2
National Fish Production by Sub-sector (1980-2009)

Figure 12.1
National Fish Production by Sub-sector (1980-2009)
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Offshore/deep sea fishing is the most

dynamic sector that largely contributes to

national fish exports. Offshore fishing takes

place outside the continental shelf and

beyond, extending to the edge of the EEZ

with the use of multi-day boats. In 2008,

this sub-sector's contribution to the total

national fish production was 34 per cent,

with a marginal decrease to 33 per cent in

2009 (see Figure 12.1). Offshore fishing has

been facing new challenges due to the glo-

bal economic downturn, and the suspension

of concessions received by Sri Lanka under

the EU GSP-plus scheme despite its poten-

tial for further expansion. There has been a

slight reduction of tuna export earnings in

2008-09. However, it is important to note

that total earnings from fish exports have

been increasing over the years (see Figure

12.3). In addition, illegal poaching of for-

eign vessels in Sri Lankan offshore waters has

also been a challenge which demands so-

phisticated systems to monitor such vessels.

Further expansion of the sector demands

heavy initial investment (to buy multi-day

boats) and high  operational and maintenance

costs which are not affordable by the aver-

age fisher folk. In addition, most of the

existing multi-day boats are also not equipped

with advanced  technology to maintain a high

quality of captured fish, and for efficient use

of fuel. Modernizing the available boats with

high technology - for example, by fixing

onboard cold rooms instead of transporting

tonnes of ice cubes - needs more investment.

Also such improvisations are not possible

with some existing boats.

Inland fisheries (and aquatic resources) have

been identified as a sub-sector which has a

vast potential to expand given the availabil-

ity of inland water bodies throughout the

country. In 2008, its contribution to total

fish production was 14 per cent (see Figure

Figure 12.3
Export Value of Fish and Fishery Products

Source: Sri Lanka Customs; and Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.
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12.1). Ornamental fish is also one of the

growing sectors that come under inland fish-

eries, exhibiting a significant potential to

improve in terms of expanding exports. Sri

Lanka accounts for 3-4 per cent of the mar-

ket share of world ornamental fish exports.

The sub-sector has been maintaining a healthy

growth in the past decade despite slight fluc-

tuations. The industry consists of fresh wa-

ter, marine and brackish water species col-

lected from the wild.

Apart from sub-sector specific challenges, the

overall challenges that face the fishery in-

dustry are low productivity, inadequate in-

frastructure facilities (harbours, landing

sites, road network, and transport) and sup-

porting services (supply of fuel, water and

ice) at local and regional level, and poor

availability of credit facilities. The quality

of fish has become a prime concern, and a

notable amount of fish catch goes for dried

fish production due to poor quality.4   The

quantity of fish used for drying and smoking

has been increasing over the years (see Fig-

ure 12.2).

12.3 Impact of Conflict on the Fishery
Sector

Historically, fisheries and agriculture have

been the two main economic activities in

the N&E of Sri Lanka. The coastal areas in

these provinces are rich in marine resources.

Before the outbreak of the conflict, the N&E

accounted for two-thirds of total national fish

production in the country. In 1980, the

Northern Province was the dominant

contributor (49 per cent) to national fish

production while the contribution of the

Eastern Province was much less (15 per cent).

One of the main impacts of the conflict on

the fishery sector was the reduction in the

total potential fish yield due to

underutilization of available marine

resources, especially in the Northern

Province which was the main contributor to

total national fish production prior to the

onset of the conflict.

The total length of the coastal line in the

Northern Province is about 480 km. It is es-

timated that there were about 234 fishing

villages with more than 30,000 fishing house-

holds in 2007.5  The province experienced a

drastic reduction of fish catch from 1980 to

2000, resulting in its contribution to national

fish production dropping to only 10.8 per

cent.6  In 2005, the Northern Province ac-

counted for 15 per cent of the total national

fish catch. Thereafter, the fish catch from this

province has further declined to 5 per cent

(see Table 12.1). The reduction of fish catch

was mainly due to massive destruction of

boats and fishing equipments due to the tsu-

nami of 2004 as well as disruptions caused

by military operations in the region thereaf-

ter. There had been restrictions on fishing

time at night in most of the coastal areas, as

well as a complete ban on fishing in certain

areas and water bodies, especially in Jaffna.

In addition, there were restrictions on the

deployment of distance boats (boats with high

engine power).  Fishing was prohibited in

the northern sea and fishermen were forbid-

den from venturing into the deep sea. There-

fore, offshore/deep sea fishing had not been

practised in the Northern Province resulting

in underutilization of high productive ma-

rine resources.  A slight increase of the

province's share is observed in 2009 mainly

due to an increase in coastal fish production

as a result of the gradual relaxation on fish-

ing restrictions.

4 The amount of fish that goes for drying and smoking is about 29 per cent of the total national fish production.

5 MFAR, 2009, "Accelerated Fisheries Sector Development Plan for the Northern Province in Sri Lanka".

6 Sarvanathan M., 2007, "Economy of the Conflict Region in Sri Lanka: From Embargo to Repression", Policy Studies 44, EAST-WEST Center.,
Washington.
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During the conflict period, most of the fish-

ing families were displaced, especially from

the Northern Province to other parts of Sri

Lanka and to South India. Many houses of

fishing families were destroyed due to the

war and the tsunami. As a result, local fish-

ing families were deprived of their liveli-

hoods. In addition to economic hardships

and social disturbances, many fishing fami-

lies and individuals sought refuge in other

neighbouring areas. These factors also have

resulted in a drastic decline of fish catches

from the Northern districts, especially from

Jaffna which supplied the lion's share of fish

harvest from the Northern Province. The to-

tal national fish yield would have been sig-

nificantly higher if there had been no con-

flict prevailing in the Northern districts.

Under such an environment, increased fish

supply would have resulted in comparatively

low fish prices and less volatility of fish prices

in the country.

The Eastern Province accounts for approxi-

mately 20 per cent of the length of Sri Lanka's

total coastal line (361 km). According to  2007

Table 12.1
Fish Production in Eastern and Northern Province (2005-09)

      Eastern Province               Northern Province
       Fish As a % of Total Fish Production As a % of Total
Production Fish Production         (MT) Fish Production
     (MT)

2005 28350 17 23880a 15

2007 39760 14 15530a  5

2008 70520 22 14480a  5

2009 77310 23 21880b  6

Notes:   a: Fish catch from inland and aquaculture fisheries is negligible in Mulaittivu and Kilinochchi
districts; b: Marine fish catch data was not available for Mulaittivu and Kilinochchi districts.

Source: Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

estimates, the province had 550 fishing vil-

lages consisting of 51,610 fishing house-

holds.7  However, the Eastern Province expe-

rienced a different pattern compared to the

Northern Province in terms of fish      pro-

duction over the years. The province   ac-

counted for 16.7 per cent of the total fish

production in 1990. Although the fish catch

dropped in 2000-01 and 2005, the fish catch

has been on the rise due to the migration of

experienced fishermen from the Mannar and

Mulaittivu districts of the Northern Province

to the Trincomalee district in the Eastern

Province.

Apart from economic losses due to the drop

in fish catch, especially in the Northern Prov-

ince, the large scale destruction of infrastruc-

ture facilities was highly significant. There

was damage to the fishery infrastructure as

in the instance of the CENOR complex in

Jaffna that employed 1500 people in boat

building and fishing gear production which

was destroyed during the conflict.8  Other

infrastructure facilities also suffered at the

meso, micro and macro levels. The absence

of strong institutions with management and

7 Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, "Fisheries Statistics 2007".

8 Siluvaithasan, A.S. and K. K. Stokke, K, 2006, "Fisheries under fire: Impacts of War and Challenges of Reconstruction and Development in
Jaffna Fisheries, Sri Lanka", Norwegian Journal of Geography, Vol. 60, pp. 240-248.
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administrative capabilities to manage fish-

ery resources pose several complex challenges

in post-conflict development, especially in

the Northern Province.

In addition to economic losses, loss of

social capital in the N&E also pose additional

challenges in rebuilding the affected

communities. Fishery cooperatives in these

two provinces remained comparatively strong.

However, due to deaths, displacements and

migration of fishing individuals and

families, fishing communities lost such

community based social capital which is very

important for those who need collective

action as they depend on open access

resources such as fisheries.

12.4 Post-conflict Development Oppor-
tunities, Potential and Challenges

The post-conflict environment provides

several opportunities for further development

of the country's fishery industry. The removal

of the ban on fishing in the night and lifting

of restrictions on boats with high engine

power have already resulted in a marginal

increase in coastal fish catch in both prov-

inces (see Table 12.1). In addition, fish

resource stocks in the N&E are likely to have

increased due to underutilization of fishery

resources in these areas during the conflict

period. Optimum exploitation of fishery

resources in these areas will provide oppor-

tunities for employment as well as a signifi-

cant increase in the fish supply for the coun-

try, provided that the necessary infrastruc-

ture and supporting services are available.

Offshore fishing in the Northern Province has

not been practised for the last two decades.

Therefore, Northern districts have ample

potential for offshore/deep sea fishing which

will eventually help to enhance foreign

exchange earnings. Both offshore and coastal

fishing are seasonal. Therefore, migrating

into other parts of the country during the off-

season has been the practice of many fisher-

men. However, due to the conflict situation

that prevailed in the N&E areas, such sea-

sonal migrating activities have been limited

only to certain areas. Since there are no such

limitations at present, migratory fishers can

move into different parts of the country for

fishing in order to enhance their income.

Additionally, the availability of many lagoons

and fresh water irrigation tanks in the N&E

also has the potential to improve inland fish-

eries and aquaculture to a great extent.

The devastating impacts of the conflict also

pose several complex challenges in develop-

ing the country's fishery industry in a sus-

tainable manner. Devastation of fishery and

other related physical infrastructure is the

main challenge as reconstructing these fa-

cilities demand high capital investments and

comparatively long time horizons to com-

plete. Infrastructure facilities at meso, micro

and marco level are prerequisites for the de-

velopment of the sector from landing site

till the fish reaches the end market, either

local or foreign. Development of required

supporting services and of extensive network

of fish sale centres and transportation facili-

ties with required storage facilities also have

become challenging in the absence of physi-

cal infrastructure facilities. The absence of

such facilities raises several issues in terms

of improving fish quality and reducing the

wastage of fish catch in these areas. Upgrad-

ing the existing fishing fleet with modern

technology for offshore fishing in the Eastern

Province to improve fish quality and wast-

age also pose challenges due to high cost

and practical difficulties of modifying exist-

ing boats.

The loss of fishing assets such as fishing craft,

gear, and nets were identified as one of the

main impacts of the conflict on the fishery

sector. Most of these destroyed assets in the

Eastern Province had been replaced as a re-

sult of post-tsunami donations. However,

most of the fishing gear received for small

boats as well as one-day boats is not up to
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the required quality. Some are old and need

to be replaced to avoid frequent breakdowns.

The cost of maintaining boats with such en-

gines is comparatively high.  On the other

hand, fishing in the Eastern Province has been

increasing steadily over the years (see Table

12.1) and fishing pressure in the eastern coast

has been increasing. Therefore, there is only

limited room to expand coastal and offshore

fishing by increasing the fishing fleet. How-

ever, there is considerable room for improv-

ing the quality and reducing the wastage of

the fish caught in coastal areas of the Eastern

districts.  In addition, the fishing fleet used

for deep sea fishing in the Eastern Province

has not been updated with modern technol-

ogy. This is mainly due to upgrading of one-

day boats into multi-day boats with certain

adjustments by the fishermen in these areas

in order to reach the deep sea. Fixing mod-

ern facilities such as cold rooms is not pos-

sible in such boats. Poor handling of fish

and lack of modern technology have resulted

in a large percentage of fish being of poor

quality, while only a small percentage of the

fish catch ends up in the export market.  On

the other hand, since there is more pressure

on coastal fishing, inland fisheries and aquac-

ulture practices have to be promoted as al-

ternative income generating activities given

the availability of inland water bodies and

irrigation tanks. Creating awareness, chang-

ing attitudes, training to carry out new ac-

tivities, feasibility testing and planning are

some of the challenges in promoting such

new fishing activities in the province.

Post-conflict development of the fishery sec-

tor in the Northern Province poses several

different challenges. Lack of information on

fishery households, fishing fleet, fish stock,

other fishery related resource stock, geo-physi-

cal information, etc., make post-conflict de-

velopment more difficult and complex. The

issues that arise from the absence of infor-

mation are many, including difficulties in

planning development interventions, testing

feasibility of introducing non-conventional

fishery activities, selection of right benefi-

ciaries to provide required fishing assets,

deciding the optimum number of fishing as-

sets to be provided for each district, etc.

The available data on fish catch from the

Northern Province shows a drastic decline

of its contribution to the national fish pro-

duction (see Table 12.1). Massive destruc-

tion of fishing assets and lack of access to

fishing sites have been the primary causes.

Thus, there is scope to expand the coastal

fishing sector to a certain extent by provid-

ing craft for the fishers who do not currently

own any. However, due to poor availability

of information, it is difficult to decide on

the optimum levels. Targeting and selecting

the right beneficiaries to provide fishing as-

sets has been challenging due to poor avail-

ability of systematic information, displace-

ment and migration of fishers and fishing

families. Given this challenge in the North-

ern Province, beneficiaries have been selected

with the consultation of fishery inspectors

(FI), Grama Niladhari officers, community

based organizations (CBOs) and fishery co-

operatives.9  It is important to note that there

can be severely affected, displaced and

marginalized sections of the communities

who are needy, but have no access to com-

munity level social networks. Delays in re-

settling fishery households also pose prob-

lems in identifying and delivering fishing

assets to the affected fishers.

Offshore fishing in the Northern coast has

not been practised for many years due to se-

curity restrictions imposed during the con-

flict period. Provision of multi-day boats is

essential for the exploitation of offshore re-

9 See section 12.5.2.
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sources which have high potential due to

underutilization over the years. Identification

of beneficiaries to provide expensive multi-

day boats with modern technology to

promote offshore fishing in the Northern

Province is more challenging due to high

maintenance costs as a majority of fishers

cannot afford to maintain such boats. Poor

availability of formal credit facilities for

fishery households due to the risky nature of

the activities and difficulties in finding

collateral are also constraints.

Building social capital, especially in the

Northern districts pose several challenges in

terms of identifying communities with com-

mon interests, leadership skills, facilitating

cooperation, accessing the local level capac-

ity building requirements and empowering

them in decision making.

12.5 Post-conflict Development
Initiatives

This section briefly discuses the main

programmes that have been implemented by

the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-

sources (MFAR) in collaboration with other

fishery related institutions and relevant stake-

holder institutions to develop the fishery in-

dustry in previously conflict-affected areas.

12.5.1 Fisheries Sector Development
Project in the Eastern Province

The development of the Eastern Province is

being carried out by the government under

the Eastern Revival Programme (2007-2010)

with the coordination of government agen-

cies, donors and other relevant stakeholders.10

The programme consists of plans to resettle

internally displaced persons (IDPs), revital-

ize productive sectors, improve economic and

social infrastructure, develop human settle-

ments, rebuild the capacity of public insti-

tutions, etc. Under revitalizing productive

sectors, fishery sector development in the

Eastern Province is to be carried out by the

MFAR in collaboration with other fishery

related government institutions, donors, and

local and international NGOs. The main

objective of this programme is on diversifi-

cation of fish production in the Eastern Prov-

ince by focusing on exploiting aquatic re-

sources in a sustainable manner, encourag-

ing deep sea/offshore fishing with more effi-

cient fishing methods and reducing pressure

on coastal fishing. In addition, use of mod-

ern technology to reduce post-harvest losses,

and rehabilitating and rebuilding infrastruc-

ture facilities such as fish landing and harbour

facilities, transport storage and market facili-

ties in the area are also key objectives. Sev-

eral projects have been initiated such as de-

velopment of culture based fisheries in pe-

rennial tanks and seasonal tanks in three dis-

tricts in the East, development of cage cul-

ture of sea bass (in Nawalady, Batticaloa)

and fry fingerlings (in all three districts), es-

tablishment of shrimp hatcheries and a model

farm in Batticoloa, preparation of a zonal

plan for shrimp farming in Trincomalee, etc.

Several projects on improving fish landing

sites in the three districts have been imple-

mented and a few of them have been already

completed,11  while land clearing has taken

place in some places.12  Rehabilitation of

fishery  harbours (Valachchinai, Cod Bay),

construction of anchorages,  construction of

fish retail outlets, provision of facilities at

the Trincomalee fishery harbour, supply of

fibreglass fish boxes (Trincomalee), provision

of ice plants and cold rooms have been imple-

mented under this programme. In addition,

strengthening fishery cooperatives, establish-

ment of a fishery bank and development of

alternative income generating opportunities

10 Eastern Revival Programme - http://www.neweast.lk/development/fisheries.html.

11 For example, Nindavur in Ampara, and Mutur and Kinniya in Trincomalee.

12 In Paameenmadu, Kallar in Batticaloa , Ulla in Ampara and Pattiduwa in Trincomalee.
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have also been carried out. It is interesting

to note that more than 90 per cent of projects

planned under fishery sector development in

the Eastern Province have been completed.

12.5.2 Fishery Sector Development
Programme in the Northern Province13

In the Northern Province, the fishery sector

programme is being carried out under two

main components: a short term 180 day  ac-

celerated programme and a two year medium

term development programme. The main

objectives are re-establishment of socio- eco-

nomic and environmental losses that occurred

due to the conflict, re-establishment and

strengthening of the institutional set up re-

lated to fisheries, restoration of livelihood

activities of IDPs and war affected commu-

nities, increasing fish production and ensur-

ing food security, rebuilding and moderniz-

ing fishery infrastructure, promoting sustain-

able utilization of fishery and coastal

resources and promoting exports. Planning

and implementation  of  this   programme  is

being  done  with  the  use  of  an  integrated

institutional mechanism where all fishery

related government institutions,14  CBOs and

fishery cooperatives take part in the process

by identifying gaps, and programmes. The

MFAR coordinates with district and divi-

sional secretariats, the Ministry of Finance

and Planning and other relevant authorities.

Activities under the 180 day accelerated

programme are provision of fishing gear and

craft, financial assistance to repair existing

boats, provision of boxes to store fish and

bicycles (Mannar), cold storage facilities, and

commencement of fish purchasing/selling

centres. In addition, re-establishment and

strengthening of local level institutions

under the MFAR, fishery cooperatives

(Mannar and Jaffna) and  provision of short

term training (Mannar, Jaffna and Vavuniya)

on skill development and stocking of fish

fingerlings in seasonal and perennial tanks

(Vavuniya and Kilinochchi) are also impor-

tant projects that have been implemented.

Research on non-traditional aquaculture on

sea bass, mollusk, sea cucumber, sea weeds

are also being carried out to identify suitable

locations in Jaffna and Mannar. The medium

term two-year development plan has proposed

several projects such as the rehabilitation of

fishery harbours, anchorages, introduction of

multi-day boats, conducting a fishery cen-

sus, registration of fishing boats and issuing

fisher identity cards, preparation of zonal

plans for shrimp farming and establishment

of fish breeding.

12.6 Conclusions and Recommen-
dations

While implementing several macro level

development projects such as constructing

new fish markets and harbours in many dis-

tricts of the N&E, the MFAR in collabora-

tion with other fishery related institutes, do-

nors and NGOs have been making progress

in post-conflict revival of the fishery sector.

It is important to note that most of the projects

planned under the fisheries sector in the East-

ern Province have been effectively targeted

to bridge the required gaps and have been

completed. In addition, initiatives to pro-

mote non-conventional commercial level

fishing activities in both provinces is also an

important and timely step taken by the MFAR

as the fishing pressure in most of the areas is

high. However, efforts should be made to

further improve the quality of fish. Conduct-

ing more research on post-harvest handling,

reducing wastage, conducting training

programmes for the fisher community regard-

ing the quality and upgrading of existing ves-

13 MFAR, 2009, "Accelerated Fisheries Sector Development Plan for the Northern Province in Sri Lanka".

14 Department of  Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DFAR), National Aquatic Resources Research & Development Agency (NARA), Ceylon
Fishery Corporation (CFC), Ceynor Foundation Ltd (CEYNOR), National Institute of Fisheries and Nautical Engineering (NIFNE), Ceylon
Fishery Harbour Corporation (CFHC), Coast Conservation Department (CCD), National Aquaculture Development Authority ( NAQDA).
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sels as far as possible, and providing support

for fishers - especially multi-day boat own-

ers to obtain credit facilities to upgrade their

boats - are steps that can be taken to im-

prove fish quality.

Post-conflict development of the fishery in-

dustry in the Northern Province is more chal-

lenging. It requires more financial resources

and will likely take longer to recover due to

the absence of supporting infrastructure and

marketing facilities. The planning and imple-

mentation mechanism put forward by the

MFAR in the North is well suited to the ex-

isting context. However, consulting more

communities and households at various

stages of the development process is essen-

tial in order to select beneficiaries for devel-

opment interventions without leaving poor

vulnerable groups marginalized. In this re-

gard, data collection agencies have to make

a concerted effort to establish mechanisms

to collect data. This should include past data

where available as well as ensuring the regu-

lar collection of current and future data.

Socio-economic surveys on fishery house-

holds, fishing fleet and existing fishery ac-

tivities have to be undertaken as early as pos-

sible as such information will be valuable

inputs to shape and modify existing plans

and ongoing development activities. In ad-

dition, the fishery industry needs more in-

formation on available resource stocks and

the potential in both marine and inland wa-

ter resources, especially in the Northern Prov-

ince. Such information provides the basis for

planning and deciding on the increase of the

fishing fleet and the introduction of new fish-

ery activities. Surveys on resource stocks and

research on the feasibility of new non- con-

ventional fishing activities are of prime im-

portance to be undertaken without further

delay.

Efforts to develop and strengthen CBOs, such

as fishery cooperative societies, are also im-

portant given the lack of availability of for-

mal credit facilities. However, it should go

beyond by strengthening CBOs to perform

more tasks such as sustainable fishery resource

management, information and knowledge

sharing, resource sharing, collective decision

making, etc. Strong fishery cooperatives

would be potential beneficiaries of multi-

day boats in expanding offshore fishing in

the Northern Province.


