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Welcome Speech by Dr. Saman Kelegama, Executive Director IPS at the Lessons Sharing & 

Policy Consultation Workshop on “Policy Options for Ensuring Food Security in Sri Lanka:  

A Multimarket Analysis of Rice, Fish and Dairy Products”  

03-04 November 2016, Club Palm Bay Hotel, Marawila  

 

Prof. Jeewika Weerahewa, University of Peradeniya, Keynote speaker of the workshop, 

Dr. Noble Jayasooriya, Director, COSTI and Founder of the National Thematic Research 

Program on Food Security,  

Prof. Thakshila Serasinghe, Chairman of the Steering Committee of National Thematic 

Research Program on Food Security and NSF Board Member,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to this Lessons Sharing and Policy 

Consultation Workshop on “Policy Options for Ensuring Food Security in Sri Lanka:  A 

Multimarket Analysis of Rice, Fish and Dairy Products” jointly organized by the Institute of 

Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS) and the National Science Foundation in partnership with the 

Sri Lanka Agricultural Economics Association. This study is a part of the National Thematic 

Research Program on Food Security launched by the National Science Foundation of Sri 

Lanka. The overall objective of the project is to identify and recommend appropriate policy 

suggestions to overcome the challenges faced by rice, fish and dairy sectors thereby 

ensuring food security for all citizens in Sri Lanka. The IPS as the apex economic policy 

research institute in Sri Lanka, has identified food security as a major area of research under 

the Institute’s policy research theme on “Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture”.  

This research study was led by Dr.Athula Senaratne and the research team comprises of Dr. 

Manoj Thibbotuwawa, Kanchana Wickramasinghe, Dilani Hirimuthugodage, assisted by 

Dushanti Dayananda, Kapila Premaratne and Heshani Manaweera.  

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the world leaders in 2015 has listed 

‘zero hunger’ as the goal number two among 17 priority goals. The world community is 

expected to make a joint effort towards achieving the zero hunger goal by 2030.  This is a 

significant challenge for many developing countries and Sri Lanka is not an exception. 

Achieving food security in Sri Lanka is a complex issue that involves sustained production, 

distribution and consumption of multiple products of food. It is influenced not only by 
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various technical issues associated with production and supply of foods but also by other 

economic, social and cultural dimensions. While a diverse range of food products have 

varied roles to play, some food products and categories can be identified as more critical in 

terms of their potential contribution to achieve the national food security goals. Among 

others, rice, fish and dairy products are three such categories that warrant special attention 

of policy makers in terms of their contribution to the nutrition level of country’s citizens. 

Rice is the staple source of carbohydrates (energy) for Sri Lankans and fish and dairy 

products are the main sources of protein.  Therefore, these three categories of food play an 

important role in achieving the food security goals of the country. This study makes an 

assessment of availability, access, utilization and stability—the major dimensions of food 

security as identified by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)—with relation to rice, 

fish and dairy products in Sri Lanka.   

 

Sri Lankan population has undergone changes in their dietary patterns over the years. These 

changes are mainly driven by factors such as urbanization, increased women participation in 

labour force, rising incomes, and spread of convenience food or fast food, etc. Although, 

rice has traditionally been a staple food item and a major source of dietary energy for a 

majority of Sri Lankans, its consumption seems to be reducing, particularly, in the middle 

and upper-income urban households.  On the other hand, the consumption of animal 

proteins such as fish and dairy products has increased over time. The domestic agriculture, 

which provides approximately 80 per cent of Sri Lanka’s food requirement in value terms, 

has shown a little dynamism over the years. This situation has a significant impact on the 

country’s rural poverty and food security.  Moreover, demand for food is continuously 

growing with the population and rising incomes. Therefore, the challenge is not just to 

ensure food security for estimated 4.7 million people who are currently undernourished, 

but also to feed additional 2.4 million people expected to inhabit the island by 2050. This 

situation has increased the importance of identifying and evaluating trends in availability, 

accessibility, utilization and stability, the major dimensions of food security, using 

quantitative analytical tools.   

 

In this backdrop, the research project on “Demand and Supply Behaviour Relating to Rice, 

Fisheries and Dairy Products in Sri Lanka” carried out by the IPS under the four-year National 
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Thematic Research Programme on Food Security launched by the National Science 

Foundation of Sri Lanka (NSF) can be considered as a timely and  policy relevant 

undertaking. The project has focussed on multi-market analysis on demand and supply 

responses and value chain relationships of rice, fisheries and dairy products. The overall 

objective of the study is to recommend policy interventions for overcoming barriers 

associated with the existing market structures so that better outcome of food security is 

ensured. 

  

The IPS and NSF are jointly organizing this national workshop with the partnership of Sri 

Lanka Agricultural Economics Association (SAEA) that brings together researchers, policy 

makers and academia working on subject areas of agricultural economics and food security.  

The workshop aims to share the lessons learnt from the study and to consult the 

stakeholder views on feasible policy options.  The workshop will be interactive and 

participatory, focusing on the findings of research project and its policy relevance. Project 

team will make presentations on their respective sub themes of the project while the floor 

discussions and breakup group activities will take the agenda forward.  It is expected that 

participants will jointly assess the situation of demand, supply and value chains of rice, fish 

and dairy products and develop a road map for the food security policy in Sri Lanka. A Key 

deliverable after completion of the project will be a policy paper, tentatively on the same 

theme of the workshop, ‘Policy Options for Ensuring Food Security in Sri Lanka:  A Multi-

market Analysis of Rice, Fish and Dairy Products’. Hence, your valued contribution will 

provide important policy inputs for changing the course of food security policies in Sri Lanka.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I believe that this workshop will facilitate a dialogue on the key 

aspects of food security in Sri Lanka, vis-à-vis rice, fish and dairy sectors and provide the 

basis for identification of effective policies that lead to the goal of sustainable development 

in the country.  

 

Finally, I welcome you all once again to this important national workshop on food security 

and thank all of you for being here. I hope you all will have productive two days of 

deliberations and the outcome of the workshop will be utilized by the relevant parties for 

the wellbeing of the nation.   
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I thank you. 

 

  


