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Abstract
The existing urban population estimate in Sri Lanka fails to reflect the true

level of urbanization due to the inappropriate definition adopted. This paper

develops an alternative definition for urban areas in Sri Lanka to reconcile the

mismatch between actual and existing estimates, by reviewing definitions

adopted in other countries and analyzing perceptions of Key Informants.

The author defines a Grama Sevaka division as urban if it has a minimum

population of 750 persons, a population density greater than 500 persons per

km2 , firewood dependence of less than 95 percent of households, and well

water dependence of less than 95 percent of households. Using data from the

Land Use Policy Planning Department and Department of Census and

Statistics, the author estimates that  43.8 percent of Sri Lankan population live

in urban areas.

The paper makes an important contribution to Sri Lanka's policy and

legislative arena to revise the existing definition of urbanization.
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Y%S ,xldfõ j;auka kd.ßl ck ;lafiarej ms<sn|j ksjerÈ w¾: oelaùula fkdue;sùu

ksid kd.ÍlrKfha ienE ;;ajh úoyd oelaùug wiu;a ú we;' fuu m;%sldj u.ska

fjk;a rgj, wkq.ukh lrk w¾:l;k úuiqug ,la lrñka yd m%Odk f;dr;=re

m%jdy úNd. lrñka ;:H yd ienE weia;fïka;= w;r we;s fjki yqjd oelaùug wod<j

Y%S ,xldfõ kd.ßl m%foaY ms<sn|j úl,am w¾: oelaùula bÈßm;a lrhs'

fuu úl,am w¾:l;khg wkqj ck.yKh 750g jeä" ck >k;ajh j¾. lsf,da ógrhg

mqoa.,hka 500 jeä" or bkaOk Ndú;h ksjdi 95] wvq" yd ,sx c,h Ndú;h 95] wvq

.%du fiajl jiï kd.ßl f,i ie,fla' by; úl,am w¾:l;khg wkqj Y%S ,xldfõ

ck.yKfhka  43'8] la kd.ßl m%foaYj, jdih lr;s'

kd.ÍlrKh ms<sn|j we;s j;auka w¾: oelaúu m%;sfYdaOkh lsÍu i|yd fuu m;%sldj

u.ska Y%S ,xldfõ m%;sm;a;sh yd jHjia:dodhl lafIa;%hg w.kd odhl;ajhla ,nd foa'
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gpupj;njLg;Ggpupj;njLg;Ggpupj;njLg;Ggpupj;njLg;Ggpupj;njLg;G
nghUj;jkw;w tiutpyf;fzk; gad;gLj;jg;gl;likapd; fhuzkhf ,yq;ifapd;

cz;ikahd efu kakhf;fiy ,yq;ifapd; jw;nghOija efu rdj;njhif

njhlu;ghd kjpg;gPL ntspg;gLj;j jtwptpl;Ls;sJ. fpilf;ff; $ba Kf;fpakhd

jfty;fspd; Nehf;F u Pjpahd gFg;gha;T kw;Wk; Vida ehLfspy;

gad;gLj;jg;gLfpd;w tiutpyf;fzq;fis kPsha;T nra;tjd; Clhf cz;ikahd

kw ;Wk ; jw ;nghOJ fhzg ;gLk ; kj pg ;g PL Mfpatw ;Wf ;f pilNaahd

nghUj;jg ;ghbd;ikapid ,zf;fk ; nra;Ak; Nehf ;f py ; ,yq;ifapy ;

efug;Gwq;fSf;fhd khw;Wtop tiutpyf;fznkhd;iw ,e;j Ma;T gj;jpuk;

mgptpUj;jp nra;fpd;wJ.

fpukh Nritahsu; gpupT xd;wpy;> Mff; Fiwe;j rdj;njhif 750 Ngu;> ,uz;L

fpNyhkPw;wu; rJu gug;gstpy; 500 Ngu; nfhz;l ,dr; nrwpT> tPl;Lj; Jiwapdupy;

95 rjtPjj;jpYk; Fiwthdtu;fs; tpwFj; Njitapy; jq;fpapUj;jy; kw;Wk; tPl;Lj;

Jiwapdupy; 95 rjtPj;jpw;Ff; Fiwthd kf;fs; fpzw;W ePu; Njitapy;

jq;fpapUf;fpd;wikapid nfhz;bUg;gpd; me; epiyikapid ,e;j vOj;jhsu;

efug; gpuNjrkhf tiuaWf;fpd;whu;. ,yq;ifr; rdj;njhifapy; 43.8 rjtPjkhd

kf;fs; efug; gpuNjrq;fspy; thof;fpd;whu;fs; vd fhzpg; gad;ghl;L jpl;lkply;

jpizf;fsk; kw;Wk; Fbj;njhif kw;Wk; Gs;sptpgutpay; jpizf;fsj;jpd;

juTfisg; gad;gLj;jp vOj;jhsu; kjpg;gPL nra;fpd;whu;.

jw;nghOJ fhzg;gLk; efukakhf;fy; njhlu;ghd vz;zf;fUj;ij khw;Wtjw;F

,yq;ifapd; nfhs;if tFg;ghsu;fs; kw;Wk; rl;lthf;fj; JiwapdUf;F kpf

Kf;fpakhnjhU gq;fspg;gpid ,e;j Ma;T mwpf;if ntspg;gLj;Jfpd;wJ.


