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Abstract

The existing urban population estimate in Sri Lanka fails to reflect the true
level of urbanization due to the inappropriate definition adopted. This paper
develops an alternative definition for urban areas in Sri Lanka to reconcile the
mismatch between actual and existing estimates, by reviewing definitions
adopted in other countries and analyzing perceptions of Key Informants.

The author defines a Grama Sevaka division as urban if it has a minimum
population of 750 persons, a population density greater than 500 persons per
km2 , firewood dependence of less than 95 percent of households, and well
water dependence of less than 95 percent of households. Using data from the
Land Use Policy Planning Department and Department of Census and
Statistics, the author estimates that 43.8 percent of Sri Lankan population live
in urban areas.

The paper makes an important contribution to Sri Lanka's policy and
legislative arena to revise the existing definition of urbanization.
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QUTHSBHLOHD uMTalevbEEILD LWETUHSHSIUL L DIOUTEET SHTT6Ions  &6vmnlensulle
2_UIENOWITE BT LWITHEMme0 @eomemasuiar SHOUTWmSW BBJ FAISHOHTMmS
QarLjurer wHNIH GeuelliubsHs seufeail (heeng. HenLdad gngur (PpHEWIOTET
saaue seflal CrpTé @ FaHlwumer uGuurTuwiey wLPMIW gaeTw BT (HEe6iT 60
LwaTUGSSILGSSETD euemyelevbosamihIsamer WemTule] QFUIOIHET DMl TH 2 UoTenLOWITE
wPmw SHCUTWES STamliuGw wFHULFG SpsSlweumms &lenL Guiw e
Qurps sUuuTyai mwoullmear Geavssw QFUiww GCrrasled @evm enasulled
b&IUILDEISEHSSTE  rmmieuy eumyalevssamGwraienny BbhsH Spule] USHTLD
olalpsHd QFuIATD).

dywor Cazemeuwmeny Nfley @eaifled, Sp&H GHoDHS FNSOHTEmSE 750 Guy, Byewi(h
HBeomSmmy FgIy ugliuenallsd 500 Guj OxTewiL Ged Qaney, ol (bdh SHiemmuiefleo
95 FHaiBHHMIL GHmmeuTaieuiser aln@Hdh CHemeuulsd smIBUINHHHD WHMIL i (B
gempuilenfled 95 FpalsdNGsd Gmmpeumen wWwoaseT deaunm BF CxHemeuulled
srISWHsSamenwulmer Casrewigmlla op Blmeamwulmer @bhe TISHSTEMT
B&EII NFCHFIONE eUENTWMIGHSEIDTT. ROVEIMBF FaHOHTmBUID 43.8 FHATHLOTE
wasen phagl NyCssmiseied auTpSSSIDTIHT 6len1 SmTewill LweUT. (B HLLLOL 60
HemewdbEend wOHMIL  GYEH0sTms oMb YeTeflalugailwed  Henewtd e g g6
STOYBMETL LWRTUBSHS eTpssTeny dHih QFuidaimmy.

ST STERTLLGL HSFLOWLDTSHHE0 QFBTLFUTE 616w s[HIHeNd LOTMHMIEISN S
Qevmimawier OsTeTens euGLUUTaNfaeT LOHMILD FULaTssd smpuia s Ws

WpeHAWTOsTH uriseillmer @bs pule] SNdms GeaueliuBGoHISanE.



