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The government has articulated a clear set of priorities: investing in infrastructure, health and 

education, and in improving agricultural productivity. These are clearly the right objectives; the 

problem is how they are to be achieved. In this respect, the TYP has certain weaknesses. While it has 

covered most of the policy issues currently pertaining to Sri Lanka, it has not adequately addressed 

the implementation aspect of the overall sectoral goals. In some instances, the identified target policy 

strategies for the sector need to be strengthened and strategies prioritized. For instance, in the case of 

agriculture, even though the key underlying thrust of the recommended strategy is to develop a 

commercially viable agricultural base, this aspect has not been given enough emphasis when 

allocating resources to the sector. In the infrastructure sector, for instance, while the TYP has 

correctly identified the key issues in each sector, it lacks specific strategies to implement the 

proposed policies. Thus, in many instances, the TYP offers a policy direction rather than giving a 

concrete implementation strategy.  
 

Drawing up a comprehensive implementation strategy is beyond the scope of this paper. What it 

does aim to do is to offer a detailed examination of some relevant sectors with the objective of 

examining some of the policy gaps to critically examine the proposed TYP as well as look at issues, 

constraints and the way forward while suggesting possible policy alternatives where necessary. The 

present report reviews the overall strength of the development plan and reveals some 

implementation challenges as well. However, the coverage of the present study is limited to selected 

areas in order to focus on key sectors that need to be strengthened in order to achieve the target 

objectives in the coming decade. As such, the areas addressed in this publication are limited to 

agriculture, industry, infrastructure, education, health, livelihood, environment, labour force, 

international trade and macroeconomic framework.  It presents an overview of the overall policy 

framework for each sector followed by an assessment of the proposed strategies with possible 

prioritized policy options suggested. 
 
 


