
Table of Contents

List of Tables ........................................................................................................ i

List of Figures ...................................................................................................... i

Acknowledgements............................................................................................. ii

Executive Summary ........................................................................................... iii

1. Introduction ................................................................................................. 1

1.1 Facing the Threat of Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation ...............1

1.2 Action against Climate Change and Uncertainty.........................................2

1.3 Necessity of a National Agenda on Climate Change...................................3

1.4 Objectives of the Study ..............................................................................4

1.5 Organization of the Report .........................................................................5

2. Data Sources & Method ................................................................................ 5

2.1 Data Sources ..............................................................................................5

2.1.1 National Workshop ............................................................................. 5

2.1.2 Key informant discussion .................................................................... 6

2.1.3 Secondary information ........................................................................ 6

2.2 Analysis and Organization of Information ..................................................7

3. Climate Change in Sri Lanka: A Review of Existing
Knowledge and Information ......................................................................... 8

3.1 An Overview of Climate in Sri Lanka .........................................................8

3.1.1 Temperature........................................................................................ 8

3.1.2 Precipitation ........................................................................................ 9

3.1.3 Cyclones and depressions ................................................................. 11

3.2 Climate Change Effects in Sri Lanka: A Review ........................................11

3.2.1 Changes observed in past record ...................................................... 11

3.2.2 Future projections based on modelling exercises .............................. 13

3.2.3 Other climate related effects ............................................................. 14

3.2.4 Climate change effects in Sri Lanka: a summary ............................... 15

4. Potential Impacts of Climate Change .......................................................... 16

4.1 Impacts on Agriculture and Irrigation .......................................................16

4.1.1 Impacts on agriculture....................................................................... 17

4.1.2 Impacts on irrigation ......................................................................... 17

4.2 Impacts on Plantation Sector ....................................................................18

4.3 Impacts on Coastal Areas .........................................................................20

4.3.1 Impacts on coastal zone .................................................................... 20

4.3.2 Impacts on fisheries sector ................................................................ 21



4.4 Impacts on Forests and Natural Eco-systems ............................................ 22

4.5 Impacts on Human Settlements and Infrastructure ................................... 23

4.6 Impacts on Human Health ...................................................................... 23

4.7 Impacts on Energy and Industry ............................................................... 24

4.7.1 Impacts on energy ............................................................................. 24

4.7.2 Impacts on industry ........................................................................... 25

5. Analysis of Major Gaps ............................................................................... 26

5.1 Lack of Agenda and Priorities .................................................................. 26

5.2 Information Gap ...................................................................................... 27

5.3 Coordination Gap.................................................................................... 28

5.4 Resource Mobilization Gap ..................................................................... 30

6. Mainstreaming Climate Change for Sustainable Development:
Towards a National Agenda ........................................................................ 31

6.1 National Agenda for Mainstreaming the Climate Change ........................ 31

6.2 The Framework: Outline and the Approach ............................................ 32

6.2.1 The approach of the national agenda ................................................ 32

6.3 National Vision on Climate Change ........................................................ 33

6.4 National Climate Change Policy (NCCP) ................................................. 33

6.4.1 Scope of the policy ........................................................................... 33

6.5 The Strategic Action Plan (National Climate Strategy; NCS) .................... 35

6.6 Coordinating Mechanism ........................................................................ 35

6.7 Climate Change Information System (CCIS) ............................................. 36

6.8 Mechanism for Resource Mobilization .....................................................36

References ...............................................................................................38

Appendices ............................................................................................... 41


