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Limitations of Illustrating the Limitations of Illustrating the 
Cost of TerrorismCost of Terrorism

Data constraints (multiple sources, Data constraints (multiple sources, 
methodology, etc.). All figures will be methodology, etc.). All figures will be 
approximate values or what is available.approximate values or what is available.
Cost of terrorism can be mixed up with Cost of terrorism can be mixed up with 
other external and internal shocks. other external and internal shocks. 
Separation may be difficult, thus some Separation may be difficult, thus some 
data interpretation should be attempted data interpretation should be attempted 
with caution.with caution.
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Cost manifested as loss in output Cost manifested as loss in output 
in regions of terrorin regions of terror

Share of the North and East in GDP: 5Share of the North and East in GDP: 5--10% 10% 
(North 2.9% and East 5.4% in 2004).(North 2.9% and East 5.4% in 2004).
Agriculture losses and reduced production Agriculture losses and reduced production 
from Industries (cement from Industries (cement –– KankasanturaiKankasanturai, , 
chemicals chemicals –– ParanthanParanthan, sand , sand –– PulmodaiPulmodai, , 
etc.) and services.etc.) and services.
Let us take agriculture sector to Let us take agriculture sector to 
demonstrate loss of output and other demonstrate loss of output and other 
damages.damages.

AgricultureAgriculture: : Damage and LossesDamage and Losses

Agriculture land taken over for military Agriculture land taken over for military 
purpose.purpose.
Damage to irrigation networks.Damage to irrigation networks.
Damage to transport facilities.Damage to transport facilities.
Damage to electrification.Damage to electrification.
Vast tracks of land rendered unusable due Vast tracks of land rendered unusable due 
to land mines, bombing, etc.to land mines, bombing, etc.
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Agriculture: Landmines (LM) Agriculture: Landmines (LM) 

Approximately 1.8 million LM spread over 640 Approximately 1.8 million LM spread over 640 
villages in the North and the East.  LM laid both villages in the North and the East.  LM laid both 
by the LTTE and government armed forces.by the LTTE and government armed forces.
During 1995During 1995--2000, 5002000, 500--700 people per year 700 people per year 
became victims of LM became victims of LM –– major deterrent to major deterrent to 
agriculture work.agriculture work.
Clearing LM is a costly exercise.  Some reports Clearing LM is a costly exercise.  Some reports 
claim 40% of LM cleared since 2002, others claim 40% of LM cleared since 2002, others 
claim it is only 10%.claim it is only 10%.

Agriculture Production Share of N/E
(Source: Sarvananthan, 2006, EWC Study)

34346464FishFish
12.612.61313Livestock (eggs)Livestock (eggs)
0.60.61313PotatoPotato
23236262Red OnionsRed Onions
11112525ChilliesChillies
30303333PaddyPaddy

2005 (%)2005 (%)1980 (%)1980 (%)CropCrop
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Cost on the Environment Cost on the Environment 

Forest area has reduced in the North and the East Forest area has reduced in the North and the East 
because LTTE indulges in the illegal logging of timber because LTTE indulges in the illegal logging of timber 
and other wood for revenue.and other wood for revenue.
Security forces clear forests for reducing security Security forces clear forests for reducing security 
cover for the LTTE.cover for the LTTE.
Damage to natural vegetation and biodiversity due to Damage to natural vegetation and biodiversity due to 
military operations and land mines.military operations and land mines.
Water pollution posing health hazards from Water pollution posing health hazards from 
bunkers/abandoned dug wells.bunkers/abandoned dug wells.
Many animals killed in military operation.  More than Many animals killed in military operation.  More than 
1500 elephants killed by the North and the East war 1500 elephants killed by the North and the East war 
(Ariel bombing, mines etc.).(Ariel bombing, mines etc.).
War debris has reduced the productivity of land.War debris has reduced the productivity of land.

Cost manifested in the N/E Cost manifested in the N/E LabourLabour marketmarket

LabourLabour force statistics, 2002, (per cent)force statistics, 2002, (per cent)

12.912.933.633.6Female Female 

6.66.667.967.9MaleMale

8.88.850.350.3National excl. North National excl. North 
and Eastand East

38.038.018.018.0Female Female 

9.39.363.663.6MaleMale

15.915.940.340.3EasternEastern

31.531.515.715.7Female Female 

6.96.954.654.6MaleMale

13.013.033.833.8NorthernNorthern

Unemployment rateUnemployment rateLabor force Labor force 
participationparticipation

ProvinceProvince

Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS) 2002, Department of Census and Statistics
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Damage & Destruction of Physical Capital: InfrastructureDamage & Destruction of Physical Capital: Infrastructure

Due to years of inadequate maintenance, the quality of roads in Due to years of inadequate maintenance, the quality of roads in the North the North 
and East is of poor condition and most of the information on theand East is of poor condition and most of the information on the quality of quality of 
roads is unavailable.roads is unavailable.
The inadequacy of the road network is reflected in the low accesThe inadequacy of the road network is reflected in the low accessibility sibility 
potential in the region. potential in the region. 
No rail service is available in the North beyond No rail service is available in the North beyond VavuniyaVavuniya..
Minimal power and telecommunications facilities in certain areasMinimal power and telecommunications facilities in certain areas of the of the 
N/EN/E--deprive agricultural producers and fisherpersons access to infordeprive agricultural producers and fisherpersons access to information mation 
and markets.and markets.
According to the CFSES 2003/04 only 64 % of total households in According to the CFSES 2003/04 only 64 % of total households in the N/E the N/E 
have power, while the average for the island is 73 %. This figurhave power, while the average for the island is 73 %. This figure for the e for the 
North is likely to be an overestimate because the CFSES could noNorth is likely to be an overestimate because the CFSES could not cover t cover 
the remote districts of the remote districts of KilinochchiKilinochchi, , MannarMannar, and , and MullaitivuMullaitivu where where 
estimates suggest that up to 90 % of the households may not haveestimates suggest that up to 90 % of the households may not have power.power.
Only about 20 % of households in the North and 14 % in the East Only about 20 % of households in the North and 14 % in the East have have 
either a land or cellular phone while nationally about oneeither a land or cellular phone while nationally about one--quarter of quarter of 
households have one or the other. households have one or the other. 

Damage & Destruction of Physical Capital: Damage & Destruction of Physical Capital: 
Infrastructure outside N/EInfrastructure outside N/E

Oil refinery (1995), Central Bank (1996), Oil refinery (1995), Central Bank (1996), 
Colombo Stock Market/Colombo Stock Market/GaladariGaladari Hotel Hotel 
(1997), Temple of the Tooth (1998), (1997), Temple of the Tooth (1998), 
IslandIsland--wide Transformers (1999), Airport wide Transformers (1999), Airport 
(2001), etc.(2001), etc.
For example, the cost of the Airport attack For example, the cost of the Airport attack 
was US $ 30 million was US $ 30 million –– more than what the more than what the 
govt. earned from privatization of the govt. earned from privatization of the 
national airline (US $ 25 million). national airline (US $ 25 million). 
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Damage to Social Infrastructure Damage to Social Infrastructure 
in N/Ein N/E

Complete destruction of 2000 schools.Complete destruction of 2000 schools.
360,000 housing units have sustained 360,000 housing units have sustained 
varying degree of damage.varying degree of damage.
Out of 400 health institutions, 55 totally Out of 400 health institutions, 55 totally 
destroyed, 49 are not functioning, and 115 destroyed, 49 are not functioning, and 115 
centrescentres are damaged are damaged ---- minimum or no minimum or no 
maintenance of these assets.maintenance of these assets.
4,522 posts are vacant in the health care 4,522 posts are vacant in the health care 
sector mainly in the skilled and sector mainly in the skilled and 
professional category due to security fears.professional category due to security fears.

Cost of Physical and Social Cost of Physical and Social 
Capital DestructionCapital Destruction

As per background paper As per background paper ““Assessment of Assessment of 
Needs in the Conflict Affected AreasNeeds in the Conflict Affected Areas””
submitted to the Tokyo Donor Conference submitted to the Tokyo Donor Conference 
in 2003, approximate cost US $ 2.5 billion in 2003, approximate cost US $ 2.5 billion 
(US $ 522 immediate, US $ 946 medium (US $ 522 immediate, US $ 946 medium 
term, US $ 1031 long term).term, US $ 1031 long term).
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Defence ExpenditureDefence Expenditure

Annual Reports, central Bank of Sri Lanka, Various issues

Defence Expenditure: 1982-2006
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Defense Exp. as a % of total govt.Exp Defense budget as a % of GDP

Defence Expenditure as a percentage of GDP: 1991Defence Expenditure as a percentage of GDP: 1991--20052005

2.32.32.62.62.12.12.12.12.12.12.12.12.42.4222.62.6Uganda Uganda 

........2.32.33.23.22.92.94.84.84.14.1[2.3][2.3][3.6][3.6]SudanSudan

111.21.21.81.81.71.72.42.4[4.1][4.1]NANA2.92.92.12.1Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

.9.9.9.91111111.11.11.11.11.41.41.31.3Philippines Philippines 

NANANANANANA1.21.21.71.72.12.12.02.03.73.73.23.2MyanmarMyanmar

[3.7][3.7][3.8][3.8][3.9][3.9]3.63.63.83.83.43.43.53.5[2.6][2.6][1.7][1.7]CambodiaCambodia

Conflict RiddenConflict Ridden

3.03.03.13.12.92.93.33.35.45.46.86.85.45.45.35.32.82.8Sri LankaSri Lanka

3.53.53.63.63.73.73.93.93.93.93.73.73.93.95.35.35.85.8PakistanPakistan

2.12.11.81.81.61.61.51.51.11.10.90.90.90.90.80.80.90.9NepalNepal

2.82.82.62.62.82.82.92.9333.13.13.13.12.72.733IndiaIndia

1.21.21.21.21.31.31.41.41.41.41.41.41.01.0Bangladesh Bangladesh 

South Asia South Asia 

200520052004200420032003200220022001200120002000199919991995199519911991CountryCountry

Source: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, The SIPRI Military Expenditure Database, Stockholm. 
http://www.sipri.org/contents/milap/milex/mex_database1.html
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Financing Defence Expenditure: Financing Defence Expenditure: 
Tax IncreasesTax Increases

Tax on the private sector Tax on the private sector –– National National 
Security Levy (increased from 3% in 1992 Security Levy (increased from 3% in 1992 
to 6.5 % in 2001) financed 48% defence to 6.5 % in 2001) financed 48% defence 
expenditure in 2000.expenditure in 2000.
Many other taxes, Many other taxes, cesscess, levies, etc.,  , levies, etc.,  
imposed from time to time meet the imposed from time to time meet the 
defence requirements defence requirements –– becoming a becoming a 
burden on the private sector. burden on the private sector. 

N/E reconstruction/rehabilitationN/E reconstruction/rehabilitation

Among others, high allocation for defence Among others, high allocation for defence 
has restricted expenditures on physical has restricted expenditures on physical 
and social infrastructure and thus the and social infrastructure and thus the 
government has to depend heavily on government has to depend heavily on 
external donor assistance for external donor assistance for 
reconstruction and rehabilitation work.reconstruction and rehabilitation work.
Reconstruction/rehabilitation in N/E also Reconstruction/rehabilitation in N/E also 
restricted by LTTE terror activities.restricted by LTTE terror activities.
Social indicators reflect this situation.Social indicators reflect this situation.
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Cost manifested inCost manifested in Human Development Human Development 
Indicators (Indicators (Source: SFG and Source: SFG and SarvananthanSarvananthan, 2006, 2006))

15%15%4%4%School drop out rateSchool drop out rate

68%68%92%92%LiteracyLiteracy

46.2%46.2%29.4%29.4%Child MalnutritionChild Malnutrition

19.419.44.04.0Home birthsHome births

46.246.229.429.4Underweight 0Underweight 0--5 years5 years

25.7%25.7%16.7%16.7%Children born underweightChildren born underweight

81811414Maternal mortality ratio per 1000 live birthsMaternal mortality ratio per 1000 live births

14.714.711.211.2Infant mortality rateInfant mortality rate

North & EastNorth & EastSri Lanka Sri Lanka 

Cost on the Health Sector in N/ECost on the Health Sector in N/E

1.0 1.0 4.6 4.6 3.4 3.4 2.7 2.7 4.6 4.6 14.4 14.4 7.37.329.2 29.2 5.0 5.0 5.6 5.6 

** No ** No 
latrine** latrine** 

––––––––––––––––45.9 45.9 61.961.9Access to safe Access to safe 
drinking drinking 
water water 

50.6 50.6 N.A N.A 38.3 38.3 N.A N.A 43.1 43.1 44.7 44.7 53.253.244.1 44.1 46.2 46.2 29.4 29.4 
(200(200

0) 0) 

Underweight Underweight 
33––59 months* 59 months* 

38.8 38.8 N.A N.A 12.7 12.7 N.A N.A 30.5 30.5 30.5 30.5 24.324.322.7 22.7 25.7 25.7 18.0 18.0 Low birthLow birth
weight < 2.5weight < 2.5
kg* kg* 

VavuniyaVavuniyaMullaitivuMullaitivuMannarMannarKilinochcKilinochc--hihiJaffnaJaffnaTrincoTrinco--
maleemalee

BatticalBattical--
oaoa

AmparaAmparaNorth & North & 
EastEast

Sri Lanka Sri Lanka 
excluding excluding 

N&EN&E

IndicatorIndicator

Note: * 2001; ** 2003–04
Source: Department of Census and Statistics (2004), Poverty Statistics / Indicators for Sri Lanka, Colombo, pp 4 and 42; Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka (2005), CFSES 2003/04.
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In terms of health outcomes, 46 % of children below five years oIn terms of health outcomes, 46 % of children below five years of f 
age in the N/E are underweight, compared to 29 % for the rest ofage in the N/E are underweight, compared to 29 % for the rest of the the 
country.country.

The percentage rate of babies born underweight in the country isThe percentage rate of babies born underweight in the country is
18 %, but the proportion is 26 % for the N/E. The figures are ev18 %, but the proportion is 26 % for the N/E. The figures are even en 
worse in districts like worse in districts like BatticaloaBatticaloa and and VavuniyaVavuniya, where over one, where over one--half half 
of the children are underweight.of the children are underweight.

Access to safe drinking water and safe sanitary facilities are aAccess to safe drinking water and safe sanitary facilities are also lso 
inadequate. Nationally, 62 % of households have access to safe inadequate. Nationally, 62 % of households have access to safe 
drinking water, but only 46 % of those in the N/E have such accedrinking water, but only 46 % of those in the N/E have such access.ss.

About 80 % of households in Sri Lanka have access to water seal About 80 % of households in Sri Lanka have access to water seal 
latrines, while less than onelatrines, while less than one--half of households in the N/E have such half of households in the N/E have such 
access (the lowest two among all provinces).access (the lowest two among all provinces).

Cost on Education in N/ECost on Education in N/E

Eastern province has the lowest literacy rate in the country (87Eastern province has the lowest literacy rate in the country (87 %) %) --
a significantly larger share of population has no schooling, anda significantly larger share of population has no schooling, and a a 
lower share of population has secondary or tertiary education, lower share of population has secondary or tertiary education, 
compared with the country averages.compared with the country averages.

In contrast, literacy and education outcomes in Northern provincIn contrast, literacy and education outcomes in Northern province e 
are closer to those for the country as a whole; tertiary educatiare closer to those for the country as a whole; tertiary education on 
attainment is much higher (28 % of the Northern population) thanattainment is much higher (28 % of the Northern population) than
the average for the island (21 %).the average for the island (21 %).

According to the Census of Schools of  2003 the repetition and dAccording to the Census of Schools of  2003 the repetition and drop rop 
out rates in the N/E were among the highest in the country afterout rates in the N/E were among the highest in the country after
SabaragamuwaSabaragamuwa and and UvaUva provinces. At Grade One level, provinces. At Grade One level, 
SabaragamuwaSabaragamuwa province had the highest repetition rate (2.6 %) province had the highest repetition rate (2.6 %) 
followed by Eastern (1.9 %), and followed by Eastern (1.9 %), and UvaUva and Northern (1.8 %) and Northern (1.8 %) 
provinces.provinces.

Primary school (Grade 4) children in the N/E also have the poorePrimary school (Grade 4) children in the N/E also have the poorest st 
mastery of skills in their mother tongue, the English language, mastery of skills in their mother tongue, the English language, and and 
mathematics against the national average.mathematics against the national average.
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Cost to the Economy: Foreign Direct InvestmentCost to the Economy: Foreign Direct Investment

Loss of Foreign Direct InvestmentLoss of Foreign Direct Investment

2,937.02,937.06,432.46,432.42,872.42,872.4TotalTotal

224.3224.3675.4675.4451.1451.120062006

379.5379.5613.3613.3233.8233.820052005

329.6329.6556.6556.6227.0227.020042004

283283484.0484.0201.0201.020032003

235.9235.9420.9420.9185.0185.020022002

194194366.0366.0172.0172.020012001

187.3187.3363.3363.3176.0176.020002000

153.3153.3330.3330.3177.0177.019991999

107.1107.1300.1300.1193.0**193.0**19981998

--272.4272.4430.0**430.0**19971997

127.2127.2247.2247.2120.0120.019961996

171.4171.4224.4224.453.053.019951995

96.296.2138.2138.242.042.019901990

--63.663.663.663.619821982

Loss ($ Loss ($ 
MnMn.).)

Expected Avg. Expected Avg. 
Investment Investment 
*($ *($ MnMn.).)

Net FDI ($ Net FDI ($ 
MnMn.).)

YearYear

Source: Cost of the War in Sri Lanka, NPC, Annual 
Reports, Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Various issues 
Note: On assumption of a average growth rate of 
10.18% from 1982-2001 (according to Cost of the War 
in Sri Lanka, NPC study). From 2002-2004 (CFA 
period) growth is predicted at 15% while 2005-06 
again its 10.18% 

Loss of FDI: 1982-2006
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•FDI flows to Sri Lanka has fluctuated widely during 1982- 2006 period, but 
overall remained at a very low level. 
•FDI has dipped in line with deterioration in the security situation since 1983.
• It declined during the unrest in the 1987-89 period and then with a pick-up in 
early 1990s, dropped sharply in 1996 after the bombing of the Central Bank. 
•Total cumulative FDI from 1982-2006 has been about $ 2.8 billion while the 
estimated potential is about $ 6.4 billion. 
•Therefore, the unrealized FDI due to the war could be estimated as $ 3.5 billion. 

Source: Cost of the War in Sri Lanka, NPC, Annual Reports, central Bank of Sri Lanka, Various issues 
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Cost to the Economy: TourismCost to the Economy: Tourism

Loss of Tourism: 1983Loss of Tourism: 1983--20042004

6,341.96,341.9Total lossTotal loss

657.4657.4729.4729.4901,267901,267566,202566,2021,467,4691,467,46920042004

600.2600.2679.1679.1883,762883,762500,642500,6421,384,4041,384,40420032003

587.4587.4643.5643.5912,871912,871393,171393,1711,306,0421,306,04220022002

561.2561.2626.8626.8895,321895,321336,794336,7941,232,1151,232,11520012001

481.0481.0631.3631.3761,959761,959400,414400,4141,162,3731,162,37320002000

414.4414.4627.8627.8660,138660,138436,440436,4401,096,5781,096,57819991999

394.9394.9604.4604.4653,444653,444381,063381,0631,034,5071,034,50719811981

347.7347.7570.2570.2609,785609,785366,165366,165975,950975,95019971997

340.5340.5550.5550.5618,443618,443302,265302,265920,708920,70819961996

260.6260.6559.9559.9465,491465,491403,101403,101868,592868,59219951995

152.1152.1433.0433.0351,175351,175297,888297,888649,063649,06319901990

32.432.4343.7343.794,13494,134337,530337,530431,664431,66419831983

Loss of Loss of 
Earnings Earnings 

($ ($ MnMn.).)

Earnings per Earnings per 
Tourist Tourist 

($)($)

Loss of Loss of 
Tourist Tourist 

Arrivals Arrivals 

Actual Tourist Actual Tourist 
Arrivals Arrivals 

Estimated Estimated 
Tourism Tourism 
ArrivalsArrivals

YearYear

Source: Cost of the War in Sri Lanka, NPC, Cost of Conflict in Sri Lanka, Strategic Foresight Group
Note: The estimated tourst arrivals is calculated on the basis of 6% growth as given in the Cost of the War in Sri Lanka, 
NPC report by Marga Institute

Cost on the Cost on the Economy:TourismEconomy:Tourism

The tourism industry is a major contributor to the countryThe tourism industry is a major contributor to the country’’s economy s economy -- fourth fourth 
largest foreign exchange earner and a major employment generatorlargest foreign exchange earner and a major employment generator..

The conflict has clearly affected the tourist arrivals to the coThe conflict has clearly affected the tourist arrivals to the country where it has lost untry where it has lost 
about $ 6.5 billion in earnings. about $ 6.5 billion in earnings. 

During the period 1975During the period 1975--1982, tourism grew at 22%, reaching a peak of 407,000 1982, tourism grew at 22%, reaching a peak of 407,000 
tourist arrivals in 1982. tourist arrivals in 1982. 

After the violence in 1983, it steadily declined to a level betwAfter the violence in 1983, it steadily declined to a level between 182,000 and een 182,000 and 
192,000 during 1987192,000 during 1987--1990. Again it picked up in 1994 reaching 407,000 arrivals 1990. Again it picked up in 1994 reaching 407,000 arrivals 
but started declining to 366,000 in 1997. During CFA a remarkablbut started declining to 366,000 in 1997. During CFA a remarkable growth in e growth in 
arrival rates were seen. arrival rates were seen. 

The volatile nature of tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka is not onlyThe volatile nature of tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka is not only affected by the affected by the 
conflict in the North and East but also other internal conflictsconflict in the North and East but also other internal conflicts like JVP insurrections like JVP insurrections 
that took place in late 1980s also affected the adverse trend. that took place in late 1980s also affected the adverse trend. 
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Cost of adverse publicityCost of adverse publicity

Terror attacks are a major deterrent to Terror attacks are a major deterrent to 
FDI, tourism, aid flows, etc.FDI, tourism, aid flows, etc.
““GenocideGenocide””, , ““Killing fieldsKilling fields””, , ““failed statefailed state””, , 
““worse place to liveworse place to live””, etc. have contributed , etc. have contributed 
in no small measure to the same.in no small measure to the same.
SL is one country that supplies food and SL is one country that supplies food and 
other items via the existing state network other items via the existing state network 
to all parts of N/E despite terror activities.to all parts of N/E despite terror activities.

Human Cost: DeathsHuman Cost: Deaths
Unofficial estimates place the total number of civilian Unofficial estimates place the total number of civilian 
casualties up to 2005 at around 65,000.casualties up to 2005 at around 65,000.

Though the official estimates put the Sri Lankan armed Though the official estimates put the Sri Lankan armed 
forces casualties prior to the ceasefire at around 12,000,  forces casualties prior to the ceasefire at around 12,000,  
independent estimates peg this figure at 25,000.independent estimates peg this figure at 25,000.

The LTTE has lost about 14,000 cadres The LTTE has lost about 14,000 cadres –– 1.5 times its 1.5 times its 
current strength. Almost 28% of their casualties were current strength. Almost 28% of their casualties were 
women. women. 

Government pays compensation for conflict related Government pays compensation for conflict related 
deaths.deaths.
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Human Cost: Females of N/E and Rest of Human Cost: Females of N/E and Rest of 
Sri LankaSri Lanka

There are an estimated 47,500 war widows in Sri Lanka There are an estimated 47,500 war widows in Sri Lanka 
and more than 50% belong to and more than 50% belong to JaffnaJaffna..

More than 30,000 femaleMore than 30,000 female--headed families in N/E. headed families in N/E. 

Number of widows looking after households of 3 or more Number of widows looking after households of 3 or more 
dependents is approximately 13,000.dependents is approximately 13,000.

Many of the femaleMany of the female--headed households are dependent headed households are dependent 
on government or NGO support due to lack of steady on government or NGO support due to lack of steady 
income.income.

Human Cost: War-Widows

26,74526,74512,62112,6216,8056,8054,2564,2562,2122,2127607609191JaffnaJaffna

4,7454,7459119118448441,3231,3231,3561,3562962961515KilinochchiKilinochchi

2,5252,525696696411411405405311311317317385385MannarMannar

1,0311,031365365238238210210155155585855VavuniyaVavuniya

2,0742,0741,1091,1096506504545214214474799TrincomaleeTrincomalee

10,45910,4594,1464,1462,6622,6621,9541,9541,2201,220285285192192BatticaloaBatticaloa

TotalTotal> 60> 60
YearsYears

5151--6060
YearsYears

4141--5050
YearsYears

3131--4040
YearsYears

2121--3030
YearsYears

< 20< 20
YearsYears
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Human Cost : ChildrenHuman Cost : Children
LTTE recruits child soldiers.  Parents fear sending LTTE recruits child soldiers.  Parents fear sending 
children to school due to fear of being abducted.  children to school due to fear of being abducted.  
Child marriages are conducted as LTTE is unlikely Child marriages are conducted as LTTE is unlikely 
to recruit among married couplesto recruit among married couples

There are approximately 50,000 children out of There are approximately 50,000 children out of 
school in the N/Eschool in the N/E

Of the Of the IDPsIDPs around 35% are childrenaround 35% are children

Children have been exposed to the brutality of war.  Children have been exposed to the brutality of war.  
For 95% of such children postFor 95% of such children post--traumatic stress traumatic stress 
disorder appliesdisorder applies

Human Cost: Internally Displaced 
People (IDP) (Sources: www.unhcr.lk & 
www.internal-displacement.org & SFG)

9,900 9,900 
(Apr)(Apr)

314,000314,000
(Apr)(Apr)

20062006

27,18527,185325,000325,00020052005

33,08433,084352,000352,00020042004

76,72276,722481,000481,00020032003

269,000269,000750,000750,00020022002

ReturneesReturneesNo. of No. of IDPsIDPs (approx)(approx)YearYear
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Top 20 Countries with Top 20 Countries with IDPsIDPs ((Source: UNHCR, 2006 ASR. Data are provisional and subject to chaSource: UNHCR, 2006 ASR. Data are provisional and subject to change. Status as at nge. Status as at 
15 June 200715 June 2007

32,861,28532,861,285World TotalWorld Total

485,679485,679United Rep. of TanzaniaUnited Rep. of Tanzania

519,486519,486JordanJordan

527,710527,710AfghanistanAfghanistan

559,242559,242Sri LankaSri Lanka

668,226668,226GermanyGermany

691,988691,988AzerbaijanAzerbaijan

728,000728,000MyanmarMyanmar

738,985738,985Côte d'IvoireCôte d'Ivoire

772,853772,853LebanonLebanon

967,721967,721United StatesUnited States

969,492969,492Islamic Rep. of IranIslamic Rep. of Iran

1,007,4251,007,425Syrian Arab Rep.Syrian Arab Rep.

1,047,1411,047,141PakistanPakistan

1,622,2221,622,222SudanSudan

1,814,9901,814,990Dem. Rep. of the CongoDem. Rep. of the Congo

2,169,0282,169,028UgandaUganda

2,181,1892,181,189IraqIraq

3,000,2673,000,267ColombiaColombia

3,640,0433,640,043NepalNepal

No. of No. of IDPsIDPs (persons)(persons)Country Country 

Cost of ReliefCost of Relief

GovtGovt provides dry rations to 127,000 provides dry rations to 127,000 IDFsIDFs
with a monthly income of less than with a monthly income of less than RsRs. . 
1500 (US $ 13.3). Free distribution of this 1500 (US $ 13.3). Free distribution of this 
cost the govt. US $ 1.3 million per month.cost the govt. US $ 1.3 million per month.
Livelihood assistance of US $ 250 per Livelihood assistance of US $ 250 per 
family for 100,000 returnees cost the govt. family for 100,000 returnees cost the govt. 
US $ 25 million. About 125,00 families US $ 25 million. About 125,00 families 
have still not received livelihood have still not received livelihood 
assistance according to SFG study.assistance according to SFG study.
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Human Cost of Returning is Human Cost of Returning is 
HighHigh

Number of returnees have declined.Number of returnees have declined.
Lack of infrastructure in warLack of infrastructure in war--torn areas.torn areas.
Security concerns, especially regarding Security concerns, especially regarding 
landmines.landmines.
Unresolved issues in regard to original Unresolved issues in regard to original 
property.property.
Lack of income generating opportunities.Lack of income generating opportunities.
Existence of High Security Zones near by.Existence of High Security Zones near by.

Human Cost: Impact of MigrationHuman Cost: Impact of Migration

It is estimated that the Sri Lankan Tamil It is estimated that the Sri Lankan Tamil 
population has declined from 12% in the early population has declined from 12% in the early 
1980s to 8% by 2005 due to conflict terrorism 1980s to 8% by 2005 due to conflict terrorism 
induced migration.induced migration.

Sri Lanka has lost the services of many talented Sri Lanka has lost the services of many talented 
Tamil professionals due to the conflict and Tamil professionals due to the conflict and 
terrorism.terrorism.

Internal displacement has resulted in decrease Internal displacement has resulted in decrease 
in Sinhala and Muslim populations in the North in Sinhala and Muslim populations in the North 
and the East and disturbed the ethnic balance.and the East and disturbed the ethnic balance.
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Change in Ethnic Balance due to Migration

0.040.041.661.6699.9599.9597.7397.730.010.010.560.56JaffnaJaffna
5.145.1426.6226.6294.8494.8463.7563.750.020.028.148.14MannarMannar
5.895.896.926.9285.6485.6476.2676.268.458.4516.5516.55VavuniyaVavuniya
0.000.004.874.8799.9999.9989.8889.880.010.015.095.09MullathivuMullathivu

40.1940.1928.9728.9733.0433.0436.4136.4126.5026.5033.6233.62TrincomaleeTrincomalee
24.9824.9823.9723.9774.3874.3871.9971.990.160.163.223.22BatticaloaBatticaloa
41.5941.5941.5341.5318.7618.7620.5120.5139.3339.3337.6537.65AmparaAmpara

200120011981198120012001198119812001200119811981

MuslimsMuslimsTamilTamilSinhaleseSinhalese

SocioSocio--Economic Costs of Terrorism is very Economic Costs of Terrorism is very 
high and difficult to fully quantifyhigh and difficult to fully quantify

These are only some areas to demonstrate the These are only some areas to demonstrate the 
cost of terror related war in N/E of Sri Lanka.cost of terror related war in N/E of Sri Lanka.
For physical and social infrastructure For physical and social infrastructure 
reconstruction Sri Lanka welcomes donor reconstruction Sri Lanka welcomes donor 
assistance. assistance. 
The deep wounds on humans will take a long The deep wounds on humans will take a long 
time to heal.time to heal.
These costs should be an eye opener for the These costs should be an eye opener for the 
international community to unite to eliminate international community to unite to eliminate 
terrorism from the globe.terrorism from the globe.
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SocioSocio--Economic Costs of Economic Costs of 
TerrorismTerrorism

Thank youThank you


