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Observations
Migrant Remittances are the Principal Source of foreign 
earnings to the country, when value addition is taken into 
account. (high import content in apparel exports)
In spite of its importance of the subject, Data situation is weak 
and fragmentary; subject has not been adequately researched 
The researchers have attempted to assemble the available 
data; and to carryout an analysis which covers migration 
policy,  numerical magnitudes of migration and the inflow and 
use of remittances.
The paper will remain an important contribution to the 
literature on Migration for Foreign Employment. 
The paper has covered the following topics.

A brief History of Migration for Employment
Recent Migration trends 
Profile of Migration
Regional distribution of migration and its implications: More than 
25% of migrants are from the Western Province
Middle East is the popular/ available destination for 80%-90% 
migrating to the Middle East

Observations(contd.) 

Migration Policy Framework
Migration Legislation
National Migration Policy

Remittances
Source of Remittances
Impact of remittances
Contribution of remittances to Macro-economic stability
Impact on labour market
Impacts on household income and expenditure
Impacts on health and education
Conclusions and policy implications

The paper is a valuable contribution and it should be made 
available to the Government authorities responsible for labour
migration. 
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Observations(contd.

My main criticism of the study is that it is based on an Uncritical 
Assessment of the Information that is available.
Paper could be revised to incorporate caveats on Key Issues
Comments will be restricted to a few topics

Migration flows and stocks
Remittances
Improvement of Data 

International Migrant Flows
Formal channels only
Regular channels but migration for employment missed
Clandestine migration not discussed 

Migrant Stocks: very unreliable
Problem not discussed
Diverse estimates   

Remittance information 
Based on private transfers
Includes funds other than ODA

Current Data Bases
There are serious data issues relating to migration flows, migrant 
stocks and remittances.
The available data on migrant stocks are very unreliable. 
The available data for Sri Lanka shows that the estimates vary 
from 375,000 to 1.7 million

The World Bank 2006 = 935,599
Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment = 1,642,455
Magnitude of the stock depends on the current flow and the duration of 
stay
The total migration difference ( emigration – immigration) compiled by 
Immigration Department amounts to only loss 

These issues arise mainly because of the weaknesses in the 
framework used in collecting migration data.
Information on migration flows and  stocks are compiled using 
border control records maintained by immigration authorities.
These records can not provide the basic information needed for the 
identification of migrant workers.
There are difficulties in designing statistical surveys on migration 
due to clustering and difficulties in compiling suitable frames.

Current Data Bases
The statistics presented should be carefully interpreted
In and out migration not consistent with total population 
estimates
According to Immigration and Registrar Generals 
Department records, the total migration difference 
during the period 1980 to 2007 amounts to about 
760,000
Of this number 210,000 had left the country after 1990 
Authors estimates show that the percentage of migrant 
households amounts to about 11%
Based on this estimate the Total Stock of Migrants 
amounts about 550,000 only
That does not count the numbers that left by boat / and 
via the Palk Straight
Remittances data -no better 

Observations (Contd.)
Remittance information coverage issues:

What is reported by CBSL are Current Private 
Transfers and not Migrant Remittances
Conceptual and definitional issues: current transfers 
include Private and Official transfers  
Private transfers includes funds received other than 
Official Development Assistance (ODA): are grants in 
the form of prgramme, food and commodity aid, cash 
and TA. 
Private transfers covers funds remitted for the 
upkeep of NGO’s etc
Reference to the high volume of remittances during 
Tsunami  mainly due to this result
Informal channels not discussed

Consult CBSL and use a factor to make appropriate 
allowance for receipts from sources other than 
migrant remittances. 
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Observations(contd.)

The statistics presented should be carefully interpreted
There are no reliable data on migration
In and out migration not consistent with total population 
estimates
taken with not pinch but kilos of salt!

Add up the I+E statistics then only so many had left the 
country
That does not count the numbers that left by boat / and via the 
Palk Straight 
Remittances-no better What I receive by working for ADB/ WB 
from Colombo are also treated as migrant remittances.
You could count me as several House maids by way of 
remittances!

Data Development

Migration data bases need to be quickly upgraded
Possible to strengthen the data base by undertaking a 
well designed survey on return migrants
Such a survey will have to be undertaken by DCS or 
IPS
Data compiled using border control documents of 
Immigration Authorities should be re-designed and 
processed.
Details collected inadequate for compiling migration 
statistics.
CBSL should be consulted to strengthen compilation 
of migrant remittances 
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Migrant Remittances 2000-2007
Source : Migration and Remittances Fact Book, World Bank 2008 US$ million
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